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PREFACE 


The Food Stamp Program has undergone major changes since the end of fiscal year 1995 due to the 
passage of the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA). 
This legislation, enacted August 22, 1996, makes the following significant modifications to the FSP: 


Most legal permanent resident aliens are disqualified from the FSP 


Most able-bodied, non-working, childless adults are limited to three months of FSP 
benefits in any 36-month period 


The maximum food stamp benefit is reduced from 103 percent to 100 percent of the 
Thrifty Food Plan 


The standard deduction is frozen at fiscal year 1996 levels indefinitely 


New shelter deduction caps are established for fiscal years 1997 through 2001, with the cap 
frozen at fiscal year 2001 levels in subsequent years 


Because these changes were not in effect in fiscal year 1995, they are not reflected in this report. 
Specifically, FSP participation counts include individuals who were participants in fiscal year 1995 
but would be disqualified under PRWORA, and discussions of program eligibility and benefit 
computation rules refer to the status of these rules in fiscal year 1995. Future reports in this series will 
incorporate descriptions of the PRWORA rules as they are implemented. ! 


'A summary of PRWORA provisions that affect the FSP is available from the FCS World Wide 


Web site. For more details on how the alien and able-bodied provisions of PRWORA impact the FSP, 
consult Characteristics of Childless Unemployed Adult and Legal Immigrant Food Stamp 
Participants: Fiscal Year 1995. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Service, Office 
of Analysis and Evaluation; 1997. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


The Food Stamp Program (FSP) provides millions of Americans with the means to purchase food for 
a nutritious diet. The FSP is the largest of the 15 domestic food and nutrition assistance programs 
administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food and Consumer Service (FCS). In an 
average month in fiscal year 1995, the FSP served approximately 26.6 million persons.' This report 
presents the characteristics of food stamp households nationwide in fiscal year 1995 (October 1994 
to September 1995) based on FSP household data for that period collected by FCS for quality control 
purposes. 


FSP Participation and Costs 


In an average month of fiscal year 1995 the FSP provided benefits to 26.6 million persons living in 
10.9 million households across the United States. The total cost for the program over fiscal year 1995 
was $24.6 billion, $22.8 billion of which were for'food stamp benefits. The average monthly food 
stamp benefit per household in fiscal year 1995 was $175. Compared with fiscal year 1994, the level 
of FSP participation decreased by about three percent, and FSP benefit costs increased less than one 
percent. 


Characteristics of Food Stamp Households and Participants 


In fiscal year 1995 slightly over half of all food stamp participants were children, 41 percent were 
nonelderly adults, and 7 percent were elderly persons. About 60 percent of the children were school 
age, and over two-thirds of the adults were women. 


Over 90 percent of food stamp households lived in poverty, according to the fiscal year 1995 federal 
government poverty guidelines issued by the Department of Health and Human Services (see 
Appendix F). Food stamp benefits were concentrated among poorer households: while the gross 
income of 43 percent of all food stamp households was less than or equal to half of the poverty 
guideline, they received 58 percent of all benefits. If the value of food stamps is included as income, 
7 percent of all food stamp households moved above the poverty guideline as a result of receiving food 
stamps, and 24 percent moved from below to above half of the poverty guideline. 


Of all food stamp households, 84 percent contained either a child or an elderly or disabled person, and 
these households received 89 percent of all benefits. Households with children received a relatively 
large average monthly food stamp benefit ($233), reflecting their relatively large average household 
size (3.4 persons, compared with 2.5 persons on average overall). Most of the food stamp households 
with children were single-parent households, and the majority of these single-parent households 


'The figure 26.6 million persons is based on FCS administrative records. The participant count 
of 27.0 million cited later in the report and the other figures provided throughout the report are 
estimates from the Food Stamp Quality Control sample. For an explanation of the difference in the 
counts see Appendix I. 
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received support from Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC). About 30 percent of food 
stamp households with children had earned income; 24 percent of single-parent households and 50 
percent of multiple-adult households with children had earnings. 


More than three-quarters (76 percent) of food stamp households with an elderly member consisted of 
an elderly person living alone. These individuals received an average benefit of $49. The average 
food stamp benefit for all households containing an elderly person was $68, reflecting their smaller- 
than-average household size. 


Characteristics of Children in the Food Stamp Program 


In each report in this series, FCS includes a chapter highlighting the circumstances of a particular 
subgroup of the FSP population of interest to policymakers. This year, the report examines food stamp 
participants who are children and the households in which they live. 


In fiscal year 1995, the FSP served an average of over 13.8 million children each month, with children 
constituting over half of all food stamp participants. Approximately 40 percent of those children were 
preschool age (age 0 to 4), and almost 20 percent were infants (age 1 or less). In contrast with adult 
FSP participants, about 70 percent of whom were female, FSP children were split evenly by gender. 
Child participants were more likely than adult participants to be African American (37 percent versus 
32 percent) or Hispanic (21 percent versus 16 percent), and less likely to be white (36 percent versus 
46 percent). Approximately 96 percent of FSP children were native-born citizens, and younger 
children were more likely than school-age children to be citizens. 


The majority of children (64 percent) lived in households headed by a single adult female. Of the 28 
percent of children who lived in households with multiple adults, three-quarters lived with a household 
head and his or her spouse. On average, households with children were considerably larger (3.4 
persons) than households with no children (1.2 persons). 


FSP households with children tended to have considerably higher monthly gross income than 
households with no children ($600 and $387, respectively). Due to their relatively large size, however, 
households with children actually had lower average gross income relative to the poverty level than 
households without children (54 percent and 59 percent, respectively). Households with children 
received income from a variety of sources. Almost two-thirds received AFDC income, averaging $381 
each month, and almost one-third received earned income, averaging $744 each month. FSP 
households with children were more likely than other households to receive dependent-care and 
earnings deductions, but were less likely to receive a medical deduction. 


Food stamps had a substantial influence on households with children, accounting for 34 percent of 
their total purchasing power. In fiscal year 1995, households with children received an average 
monthly food stamp benefit of $233, compared with only $82 for households with no children. The 
relatively high benefit among households with children primarily reflected their relatively large size, 
however, as households with children received only slightly higher per-person benefits ($72) than 
households with no children ($70). | 
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The proportion of the FSP caseload composed of children varied considerably by State in fiscal year 
1995. The caseloads in California, Arizona, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and Wisconsin contained a 
large percentage of children, while Maine and New York reported a relatively small percentage of 
children among their FSP participants. 
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 


The Food Stamp Program (FSP) is a central component of America’s antipoverty program. The major 
purpose of the FSP is “to permit low-income households to obtain a more nutritious diet . . . by 
increasing their purchasing power” (The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, P.L. 95-113). The FSP 
is the largest of the domestic food and nutrition assistance programs administered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Food and Consumer Service (FCS). During fiscal year 1995 the FSP 
served approximately 26.6 million persons in an average month at a total cost of $24.6 billion. 


The FSP is the only low-income assistance program that is made available nationwide to essentially 
all financially needy households, imposing few nonfinancial categorical criteria. The FSP provides 
benefits in the form of coupons or electronic benefits. Food stamp benefits can be redeemed for food 
in any of over 200,000 authorized stores across the Nation. 


The Federal Government and State and local governments share the costs and administration of the 
FSP. The U.S. Congress authorizes the FSP and appropriates necessary funds, while the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture establishes FSP regulations pursuant to the Food Stamp Act of 1977 as 
amended. FCS administers the FSP nationally, while State and local welfare agencies operate the 
program locally. The Federal Government fully funds the benefits of the FSP. Administrative costs 
are shared by the cooperating agencies, with FCS usually paying 50 percent of the costs. 


Since food stamps are available to all persons who meet the income and resource standards set by 
Congress, the FSP serves a broad spectrum of needy persons. Using FSP household data, which FCS 
periodically collects for quality control review purposes, FCS produces a series of reports (see 
Appendix L for a list of titles) that present food stamp household characteristics to enhance 
understanding of those served by the program. While previous reports have been based on data from 
summer months (July and August), this report presents a picture of households and individuals 
participating in the FSP in fiscal year 1995.' 


Chapter 2 provides an overview of the FSP and the regulations used to determine eligibility and food 
stamp benefits, as well as the factors that affect program participation and costs, such as legislative 
changes and trends in the national economy. Chapter 3 describes the characteristics of individuals and 
‘ households participating in the FSP in fiscal year 1995. Chapter 4 looks at the characteristics of food 
stamp households containing children in fiscal year 1995. The appendices include supplemental tables, 
detailed tabulations of household characteristics for the Nation and by State, and a brief description 
of the sample design and the sampling error associated with the estimates. 


'The tables in Appendix D have been added to provide consistency with earlier reports in this 
series. These tables show the characteristics of FSP households in summer 1995. 
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CHAPTER 2: AN OVERVIEW OF THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 


The characteristics of food stamp households and the level of FSP participation change over time in 
response to economic and demographic trends and to legislative changes in eligibility requirements. 
This chapter begins by explaining FSP eligibility requirements, application procedures, benefit 
computation, and food stamp issuance. The chapter then describes how the program changed from 
fiscal year 1994 to fiscal year 1995 and concludes with a summary of program participation and costs 
and their relationship to the economy in fiscal year 1995. 


PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 


The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, establishes uniform national eligibility standards for the 
FSP and defines the basic FSP unit, the “household.” The eligibility criteria include gross and net 
income limits, an asset limit, and various nonfinancial criteria. Some exceptions to these uniform 
standards exist for certain high-cost areas, such as Alaska and Hawaii, and for certain individuals such 
as elderly persons (age 60 and over) and disabled persons. Below we discuss the FSP’s definition of 
a household and its eligibility criteria. 


The Household 


In general, individuals who live in a residential unit and purchase and prepare food together constitute 
a household as defined in the FSP. The income and assets of each household member are aggregated 
to determine eligibility and benefits. Individuals who live together in a residential unit but do not 
purchase and prepare food together can apply as separate household units; thus, their income and assets 
are considered separately in eligibility and benefit determinations, with some exceptions. Special 
provisions allow elderly and disabled persons who cannot prepare and purchase food because of a 
substantial disability to apply as a separate household as long as the gross monthly income of the 
remainder of their residential unit is less than 165 percent of the official Federal Government poverty 
guidelines.” Groups that were always considered one household in fiscal year 1995 regardless of their 
food purchasing and preparation arrangements included married couples and parents living with their 
minor children.” 


*Federal Government poverty guidelines for many assistance programs are established annually 
by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The FSP used 1994 poverty 
guidelines (published in the February 1994 Federal Register) for all fiscal year 1995 income eligibility 
tests. These guidelines were developed on the basis of the 1993 Census poverty thresholds. This 
means that the income eligibility tests applied to food stamp households in fiscal year 1995 are based 
on 1993 poverty measures. See Appendix E for a listing of the fiscal year 1995 FSP poverty 
guidelines. 


*Prior to September 1994, childless individuals living with their nonelderly parents and childless 
nonelderly siblings living together were also groups that were always considered one household. 
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Income Eligibility Standards 


Monthly income is the most important determinant of a household’s FSP eligibility. The majority of 
households that apply for food stamps must meet two income eligibility standards--a gross income 
standard and a net income standard. As defined in the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, gross 
income includes most cash income (with the exception of specific types of income such as loans) and 
excludes most noncash income, or in-kind benefits. The specific standards are identified below. 


First, the gross monthly income of all households without an elderly or disabled member must be at 
or below 130 percent of the poverty guideline ($1,604 for a family of four in the contiguous United 
States in fiscal year 1995). Households that contain elderly and disabled members are not subject to 
the gross income test. Second, all households must meet a net income eligibility standard, defined as 
net monthly income at or below 100 percent of the poverty guideline ($1,234 for a family of four in 
the contiguous United States in fiscal year 1995). Net income is determined by subtracting deductions 
permitted under the FSP from monthly gross income. Both the gross and net income eligibility 
standards are established for various household sizes (Appendix F). Households are exempt from 
these income tests, as well as the asset test, if all members of a household receive Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC) income, State General Assistance (GA), or Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI). 


The FSP deducts the following from a household’s gross monthly income to arrive at the net monthly 
income:* 


¢ Standard deduction. All households automatically receive a standard deduction, equal 
to $134 in the contiguous United States and the District of Columbia in fiscal year 1995. 
The standard deduction for outlying States and territories varies to reflect price 
differences between these areas and the contiguous United States (Appendix G). The 
standard deduction amounts are adjusted annually to reflect changes in the cost of living. 


* Earned income deduction. Households with earnings receive an earned income 
deduction equal to 20 percent of the combined earnings of household members. 


¢ Dependent-care deduction. Households with dependents receive a dependent-care 
deduction for expenses involved in caring for children and other dependents while 
household members work, seek employment, or go to school. The maximum dependent- 
care deduction in fiscal year 1995 was $200 per month per dependent under age 2 and 
$175 per month per dependent age 2 or more (Appendix G). 





‘There is a distinction between a household’s deduction entitlement and the amount actually used 
to compute food stamp benefits. The entitlement is the deduction that a household would receive on 
the basis of its earned income and dependent-care, shelter, and medical expenses if the total of these 
allowable deductions was less than the household’s gross income. Because net income cannot be less 


than zero, households with total deductions greater than their gross incomes can only claim a portion 
of their deduction entitlement. 


¢ Medical deduction. A medical deduction is available only to households that contain 
elderly or disabled members. These households can deduct all medical costs incurred 
by the elderly or disabled person that exceed $35. Medical expenses reimbursed by 
insurance or government programs are not deductible. If a household contains more than 
one disabled or elderly person, then it can deduct the combined medical expenses for 
those disabled or elderly persons that exceed each elderly or disabled person’s initial $35 
expense. 


e Excess shelter expense deduction. A\\ households are entitled to an excess shelter 
expense deduction equal to shelter costs (such as rent, mortgage payments, utility bills, 
property taxes, and insurance) that exceed 50 percent of a household’s countable income 
after all other potential deductions are subtracted from gross income. This deduction is 
subject to a limit except for households that contain elderly or disabled members, which 
are entitled to subtract the full value of shelter costs that exceed 50 percent of their 
adjusted income. The limit on the excess shelter expense deduction for households 
without elderly or disabled members for fiscal year 1995 was $231 for the contiguous 
United States and the District of Columbia. The excess shelter expense deduction for 
outlying States and territories varies to reflect price differences between these areas and 
the contiguous United States (Appendix G). 


¢ Child support payment deduction. This deduction covers any legally-owed child 
support payments made by a noncustodian parent of a child living outside the food stamp 
household. The intent of the deduction is to ensure that households that pay child 
support receive food stamp benefits based on the actual income they have available to 
purchase food. States had the option to apply the child support payment deduction at any 
time during Fiscal Year 1995, with implementation becoming mandatory on October |, 
1995. Fourteen states instituted the deduction before the October deadline.’ 


Assets 


The second most important determinant of FSP eligibility is a household’s assets. Most households 
are permitted up to $2,000 in countable assets; however, households that contain elderly persons are 
allowed up to $3,000. Countable assets include cash, assets that can easily be converted into cash 
(such as money in checking or savings accounts, savings certificates, stocks or bonds, and lump-sum 
payments), and nonliquid resources. However, selected pieces of property such as family homes, tools 
of a trade, or business property used to earn income are not counted. Assets also do not include any 
vehicles used as a home, to produce income, or to transport disabled persons. Vehicles not used for 
these purposes are counted in the following way: for the first vehicle and any additional vehicles used 
to commute to work or qualifying job training programs, any fair market value exceeding $4,550 is 


‘This report does not contain any information on households that claimed the child support 
payment deduction because the IQCS data did not capture the deduction until October 1995, after the 
end of Fiscal Year 1995. 


counted toward the asset limit; for all other vehicles, the higher of either any fair market value in 
excess of $4,550 or any equity (fair market value minus remaining liens) is counted. 
Nonfinancial Eligibility Standards 
While the FSP does not impose categorical eligibility standards, some specific nonfinancial restrictions 
are placed on the participation of aliens, students, strikers, and persons who are institutionalized. In 
addition, able-bodied food stamp participants are required to register for work and accept suitable 
employment. The following individuals are exempt from this work registration requirement: 

¢ Persons younger than age 16 or older than age 59 

e Persons who are physically or mentally disabled 

¢ Caretakers of dependent children younger than age 6 or of incapacitated adults 

¢ Persons who work at least 30 hours per week 

¢ Persons subject to the work requirements of the AFDC program 

e Persons who receive unemployment insurance 

¢ Persons ages 16 and 17 who are not household heads or who are attending school 

¢ Persons in drug addiction or alcoholic treatment and rehabilitation programs 

¢ Students enrolled in school at least half-time 
Since April 1987, most work registrants have been required to participate in State Employment and 
Training (E&T) programs, which provide work experience, educational programs, and job search 


training. Not all work registrants are required to participate in E&T programs, however. For example, 


States may exempt pregnant women and persons living in areas where E&T programs are not 
available. . 


APPLICATION PROCEDURES 


To apply for food stamps, individuals are required to appear in person at their local food stamp offices. 
However, elderly and disabled persons and persons who have transportation problems can be 
interviewed by telephone or at their homes. All States must allow individuals to apply for food stamps 


when they apply for AFDC. Individuals applying for SSI benefits can simultaneously apply for food 
stamps. 


The Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, requires that local offices process applications for food 
stamps within 30 days after their receipt. However, households without significant income or 
resources can receive expedited food stamp eligibility verification and acquire food stamp benefits 
within five calendar days after they apply. Those eligible for expedited service include (1) homeless 
persons, (2) migrant or seasonal farm workers with assets equal to or less than $100, (3) households 
with gross income equal to or less than $150 and assets equal to or less than $100, and (4) households 
with shelter costs that exceed their gross income and assets combined. 


FSP participants are required to appear in person at their local food stamp offices periodically for 
recertification. The certification period varies according to the likelihood of a change in a food stamp 
household’s financial circumstances. In fiscal year 1995 food stamp households were certified for 
food stamps for an average of 10 months. 


BENEFIT COMPUTATION 


After a household is certified for food stamps, its monthly food stamp benefit is computed on the basis 
of its net monthly income, the benefit reduction rate, and the maximum food stamp benefit for its 
household size and location. The maximum benefit to which a household is entitled is based on the 
June cost of the Thrifty Food Plan (TFP) for a family of four, adjusted for different household sizes 
and geographic areas outside the contiguous United States. The cost of the TFP is based on an 
economical and nutritious diet, adjusted for household size and composition. Maximum benefits are 
revised annually to reflect changes in the cost of the foods included in the TFP. As specified in the 
Food Stamp Act of 1977, as amended, the maximum benefit was 100 percent of the TFP through 1988, 
100.65 percent in 1989, 102.05 percent in 1990, and 103 percent in 1991, 1992, 1994 and 1995.° 
Thus, in fiscal year 1995 the maximum monthly benefit for a family of four in the contiguous U.S. was 
$386 (Appendix H). 


The benefit reduction rate is the rate at which benefits are reduced for every additional dollar of net 
income. The benefit reduction rate is 30 percent, reflecting the assumption that a household will spend 
30 percent of its net income on food, and that the FSP will provide the difference between that amount 
and the maximum benefit. Thus, benefits are reduced by 30 cents for every additional dollar of net 
income. 


A household’s monthly food stamp benefit is computed by subtracting 30 percent of its net income 
from the maximum benefit. If a household has zero net income, it receives the maximum food stamp 
benefit. All eligible one- and two-person households are guaranteed a minimum benefit of at least $10 
per month (except during the initial month of participation). For new participants, benefits are 
prorated for the first month. 


°In 1995 legislation was adopted to freeze maximum benefit amounts for Alaska at their 1994 
levels. In 1993 an additional amendment to the Act required that 1993 maximum benefit amounts in 
the contiguous U.S. remain constant at 1992 values despite a drop in the value of the TFP in June 
1992. 


FOOD STAMP ISSUANCE 


Local and State food stamp offices use various systems to provide food stamp benefits to food stamp 


participants. The following are the four main methods of issuance: 


ATP card system. An authorization to participate identification card (ATP card) is 
mailed to the participant each month; the participant then exchanges the card for food 
stamps at an authorized issuance office. 


Mail system. State and local offices mail the food stamps directly to the participant. 


Manual system. The FSP participant obtains food stamps directly from the food stamp 
office. 


Electronic benefit transfer. The FSP participant receives a “debit” card, similar to a 
bank card, which is used when making food purchases at authorized retail stores. The 
household’s monthly benefit is electronically transferred to a benefit account created 
specifically for FSP benefits. When a purchase is made, the amount of the purchase is 
debited electronically from the household’s FSP account. 


PROGRAM CHANGES SINCE THE PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR 


The Mickey Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act, which was enacted on August 10, 1993, affected 
the FSP in several ways in fiscal year 1995. The following provisions of the Act went into effect in 


September 1994, shortly before the beginning of fiscal year 1995: 


An optional income deduction was established for child support payments made to 
persons outside of the food stamp unit’ 


Earnings of elementary or secondary students between the ages of 18 and 21 living with 
their parents were excluded from income 


Earned income tax credits were excluded from countable resources for one year for 
current FSP participants 


The entire amount of vendor payments for transitional housing was excluded from the 
income of homeless persons 


Income from General Assistance vendor payments for certain energy or utility expenses 
were excluded from income 


eee 


"Fourteen States implemented the optional deduction on September 1, 
became mandatory on October 1, 1995. 


1994. The provision 


¢ Proration of benefits for households off of the FSP for less than one month was 
eliminated 


¢ The dependent care deduction and the E&T dependent care reimbursement were 
increased to $200 for children under age 2 and $175 for all other children 


e The Fair Market Value limit for vehicles was increased to $4,550 and vehicles needed 
to carry fuel or water were excluded from countable resources 


¢ Eligibility was extended to children living with their parents in drug or alcohol 
rehabilitation centers 


¢ Certain households consisting of siblings living together or parents living with their adult 
children were permitted to apply and receive benefits as separate households if they 
purchase and prepare food separately 


e FSP recipients caught trading food stamps for drugs or firearms were disqualified from 
the program 


FSP PARTICIPATION AND COSTS 


After declining steadily from 1983 to 1989, FSP participation grew substantially during the early 
1990s. As illustrated in figure 2.1, FSP participation increased by 35 percent between fiscal year 1990 
and fiscal year 1993. FSP participation increased slowly during the early months of fiscal year 1994, 
peaked at 28.0 million people in March 1994, and declined thereafter. The number of FSP participants 
in an average month rose two percent between fiscal year 1993 and fiscal year 1994. 


The number of people served by the FSP hovered around 27.0 million during the first half of fiscal 
year 1995, then dropped to slightly less than 25.9 million by the end of the year. FSP participation 
continued to fall during fiscal year 1996 and was estimated at 24.9 million in September 1996. 


Over the past ten years, trends in FSP participation levels have been similar to trends in major 
economic indicators (table 2.1). The increase in FSP participation beginning in 1989 and continuing 
into 1993 was associated with the economic recession that began in 1990. Major economic indicators 
for most of this period portray a downturn in the economy. As the economy improved between 1993 
and 1995, FSP participation leveled off and then began to decline. The rate of decline in FSP 
participation has not been as dramatic, however, as the concurrent decline in persons living in poverty. 


Despite the decrease in FSP participation from 27.5 million in an average month in fiscal year 1994 
to 26.6 million in an average month in fiscal year 1995, total FSP costs increased from $24.5 billion 
in fiscal year 1994 to $24.6 billion in fiscal year 1995. The reduced costs ordinarily associated with 
a smaller caseload were not realized in part because of an increase from $69 to $71 in the average 
monthly food stamp benefit per person. The total cost of the FSP in fiscal year 1995 included $22.8 
billion in benefits, $1.7 billion in state administrative costs, and $118 million in other costs. 


Figure 2.1 


Food Stamp Program Participants, Unemployed Persons, and Poor Persons 
(1985 - 1995) 





Millions 
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“Source: Bureau of the Census, Poverty in the United States, P60-194. 
Average monthly value. Source: FCS, FSP Participants and Issuance, Fiscal Years 1985 to 1995. 


“Average monthly value. Source: Economic Report of the President, February 1996, Table B-32. 
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CHAPTER 3: CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS 
AND PARTICIPANTS 


The FSP serves the nutritional needs of a broad spectrum of low-income Americans.* In an average 
month in fiscal year 1995 the FSP provided benefits to 27.0 million persons living in 10.9 million 
households.’ Almost all food stamp households lived in poverty (according to the official Federal 
Government poverty guidelines used for program eligibility in fiscal year 1995). The vast majority 
of food stamp households contained either a child (under age 18), an elderly person (over age 59), or 
a disabled person. The average food stamp household received a monthly food stamp benefit of $172, 
had an average gross monthly income of $514 and an average net monthly income of $265, was 
entitled to an average total deduction of $283 a month, and had an average household size of 2.5 
persons. This chapter elaborates on the economic status of food stamp households and discusses the 
composition of food stamp households, the characteristics of food stamp participants, and changes in 
the characteristics of food stamp households between fiscal year 1994 and fiscal year 1995. 


THE POVERTY STATUS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS" 


The FSP provides benefits to households in need. As shown in table 3.1, the gross monthly income 
of 92 percent of food stamp households in fiscal year 1995 was less than or equal to 100 percent of the 
Federal Government poverty guidelines (Appendix F). The gross monthly income of approximately 
two-thirds of all food stamp households was less than or equal to 75 percent of the poverty guideline, 
and the income of 43 percent of all food stamp households was less than or equal to 50 percent of the 
poverty guideline. 


The FSP effectively targets benefits to the most needy households. That is, poorer households receive 
larger food stamp benefits than do households with more income. While only 43 percent of all food 
stamp households had a gross monthly income below 51 percent of the poverty guideline, they 
received 58 percent of all benefits. In contrast, the households that had gross monthly income over 


’The information provided in this chapter and the estimates in Appendices A, B, and C are based 
on a sample of 51,229 households that participated in the FSP in fiscal year 1995. The sample was 
drawn from food stamp households in the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin 
Islands. Households in Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands were not included in the sample 
because Puerto Rico has its own Nutritional Assistance Program which replaced the FSP there in July 
1982, and the Northern Mariana Islands participate in another block grant program instead of the FSP. 


°The figure of 27.0 million participants differs from the number of food stamp participants 
according to FCS administrative records, 26.6 million persons, because the sample estimate is 
weighted by households rather than by individuals (see Appendix 1). 


'For more information on the economic status of food stamp households, see appendix tables A-3 
through A-8. 
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Table 3.1-- Distribution of Households and Benefits by Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty Guideline, Fiscal Year 1995 


Percentage of: 


Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty Guideline All Households |) All Benefits 





4 Defined as the fiscal year 1995 poverty guidelines published by the Department of 
Health and Human Services (see Appendix E). 


> Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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the poverty guideline, which accounted for 8 percent of all food stamp households, received only 3 
percent of all benefits. 


To estimate the impact of food stamps on a household’s purchasing power, we can add the dollar value 
of the food stamps to household income and then examine the distribution of households by poverty 
status.'' As shown in table 3.2, the combination of cash and food stamps--an alternative measure of 
gross income that includes food stamp benefits--yields a significantly different distribution of food 
stamp households by poverty status. Specifically, the alternative measure of income sufficiently 
increased the income of food stamp households to move 7 percent of them above the poverty guideline. 
Food stamp benefits had an even greater impact on the poorest households, moving 24 percent of food 
stamp households above 50 percent of the poverty guideline. 


HOUSEHOLDS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 


While the FSP does not restrict eligibility for food stamps to certain individuals, it effectively serves 
many households that contain persons with special needs--that is, children and elderly or disabled 
persons. In fiscal year 1995, 84 percent of all food stamp households contained either a child, an 
elderly person, or a disabled person. These households received 89 percent of all food stamp benefits. 
This section describes the characteristics of food stamp households containing children, elderly 
persons, or disabled persons. 


Households with Children 


In fiscal year 1995 the FSP served approximately 14 million children each month, representing over 
half of all participants. Of all food stamp households, 60 percent contained children (table 3.3). 
Compared with other food stamp households, households that contained children received a relatively 
high average food stamp benefit of $233 per month (table 3.4). This relatively high benefit primarily 
reflects the fact that the average household size among food stamp households containing children (3.4 
persons) was larger than the average household size among all food stamp households (2.5 persons). 


Children who received food stamps in fiscal year 1995 tended to live in households which were headed 
by single parents and which received AFDC benefits in addition to food stamp benefits. Of all food 
stamp households with children, 70 percent were headed by a single parent, representing 42 percent 
of all food stamp households. Since the AFDC program serves predominantly single-parent families, 
a large percentage (71 percent) of these single-parent food stamp households also received AFDC. 
Almost one-quarter of the single-parent food stamp households had earnings. 


''This comparison assumes that program participants value their food stamp benefits at face value. 


Fe) 


A substantial proportion (15 percent) of food stamp households contained multiple adults and children, 
representing one-quarter of all food stamp households with children. In multiple-adult households 
with children, the second adult may not necessarily be a parent. He or she may be an adult child of 
the head, a grandparent, or even an unrelated person. Seventy-two percent of multiple-adult 
households with children contained a household head and his or her spouse. The characteristics of 
multiple-adult households with children varied considerably from those of single adult households with 
children. Among households with children, the average monthly food stamp benefit for single-adult 
households was lower than that of multiple-adult households, although the per capita benefit was 
higher for persons in single-adult households than persons in multiple-adult households ($74 versus 
$59) because single-adult households were poorer. Single-adult households with children had 
substantially lower gross monthly incomes ($531 versus $852). Of all multiple-adult households with 
children, half received income from earnings, 43 percent received AFDC, 62 percent received income 
from other sources, and 4 percent had no income from any source. Households with children 
constituted 84 percent of all food stamp households with earnings. 


Table 3.2--Effect of Food Stamp Benefits on the Poverty Status of Food Stamp Households, 
Fiscal Year 1995 






Relation to Poverty Guideline 
Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty Based on Based on Cash 
Guideline? Cash Only and Food Stamps 


Seo crane 100% 100% 
cornet se ees 43 18 
Senate ae 49 67 
tes. ore 8 15 


“Defined as the fiscal year 1995 poverty guidelines published by the Department of Health and Human Services 
(see Appendix EB). 







Change in 
Percentage Points 











"Due to rounding, the sum of individual Categories may not add to 100 percent. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table 3.4-- Average Values of Selected Characteristics by Household Composition, Fiscal Year 1995 





Average Values 
























eat Gross Net Monthly 
Households With: Monthly Monthly Food Stamp Household 
Income Income Benefit Size 


(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) 
















Conia nn ec ccvvccsco cece ca checces iccddcacescankce tuiscunstacccsonesscotccsvs 3.4 


Single-Adult Household ..................sssscssscersncnsnescerseernee 3.1 
Multiple-Adult Household 45 
Other Reser veer coe tren ces catec aacatecoadtarsscuenemeepsterenesteess 1.8 
Unk mio win atic coecsrcca es cteceees ace namremenceeattovsss couvervetesveness Bg 
Bolen hy eecerseccrces cece cecrecrercaeceec seers senenncorsuoneranseetinet cererterase 1.4 
WAVIN SALOME easecccaes ccenartcceeetacrerccsvoucnahmieneanenutacterssecanezs 1.0 
Not Wiving Alone eerercceresrarecceersectecsssneuesteccencesretiarstasees Jee 
Disabled 1.2.25. sceiccchegsvessecihesossstatessscptstancess savesevcvosueussceesiss 20 
Weaving ALONG ierccorcsreeceeeserney conan trerseastreconeneecstensareveresrs 1.0 
Not Living Alone ere. cerecesecesnes recseeecsesceeseceeaaeectsstssencess 3.4 
Other Households? 622.cc.iiccescscccccestecssvacccussocevssecsysvcserene 
Single-Person HOuSenOld iircreynccesestensestansaneaescaness estates 1.0 
Miulti-Person)HOuSenOld eerecsecessttesecceese sev eseveeeseeteee sees ; 






4 Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Households With Elderly Persons 


In fiscal year 1995 the FSP served an average of 1.9 million elderly persons each month.” Food stamp 
households containing elderly members represented 16 percent of all food stamp households. These 
households received an average food stamp benefit of $68 per month. 


Elderly persons who received food stamps tended to live alone, and thus received relatively small food 
stamp benefits. In fiscal year 1995, 76 percent of all food stamp households with elderly members 
were single-person households. These households received an average food stamp benefit of $49 per 
month compared with $125 in benefits for households with elderly persons not living alone. Elderly 
persons not living alone lived in households averaging 2.5 persons. 


Food stamp households that contained elderly persons tended to receive SSI and Social Security 
income. In fiscal year 1995, 58 percent of all food stamp households with elderly members received 
SSI, 69 percent received Social Security, and 37 percent received both SSI and Social Security income. 
Food stamp households with elderly members represented 41 percent of all food stamp households 
with SSI and 60 percent of food stamp households with Social Security income. 


Households With Disabled Persons 


In fiscal year 1995 households that contained disabled persons represented 19 percent of all food stamp 
households.'’ These households received an average monthly food stamp benefit of $105. 


Similar to households with elderly members, households containing a disabled person living alone 
received a lower average monthly food stamp benefit than did households that contained disabled 
persons not living alone ($52 compared with $163). About 52 percent of food stamp households that 
contained disabled persons were single-person households, while 48 percent were multiple-person 
households. Once again the difference in benefits between the two groups reflects differences in 
average household size. Disabled persons who did not live alone lived in households averaging 3.4 
persons. 


Other Households Served by the FSP 


The FSP serves other needy households besides those that contain children, elderly persons, or 
disabled persons. In fiscal year 1995, 16 percent of all food stamp households consisted solely of one 
or more nonelderly, nondisabled adults. These households received an average food stamp benefit of 


"Elderly persons are those age 60 or over. 


In this report, disabled persons are defined as those under age 65 who receive SSI and those age 
18 to 61 who receive Social Security, veterans benefits, or other governmental benefits as a result of 
disability. Prior to 1995 disabled persons were defined as those who receive SSI but are not elderly. 
The new definition allows individuals to be classified as both elderly and disabled when applicable and 
has the effect of increasing the number of FSP participants who are considered disabled. 
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$116 per month. They tended to be single-person households (89 percent) and represented the 
majority (69 percent) of households that received General Assistance (GA). 


Of all food stamp households in fiscal year 1995, 36 percent consisted of individuals who lived alone. 
Because these households only contained one individual, the average monthly food stamp benefit was 
only $75. Most of these individuals (59 percent) were female, and 34 percent were elderly. Compared 
with all food stamp households, a relatively small proportion of food stamp participants living alone 
received earnings (7 percent), and a relatively high proportion had zero gross income (19 percent). 


CHARACTERISTICS OF FSP PARTICIPANTS 


The FSP serves a broad spectrum of individuals. In fiscal year 1995 more than half were children (less 
than 18 years old), 41 percent were nonelderly adults (age 18 to 59), and 7 percent were elderly 
adults.'* Approximately 63 percent of the children served by the FSP were school age (between ages 
5 and 17). Seventy-one percent of elderly adults and 69 percent of nonelderly adults were female. The 
majority (70 percent) of nonelderly adult food stamp participants lived in households with children-- 
approximately 58 percent were single parents, and approximately 42 percent lived in households 
containing at least one other adult and one child. 


With the exception of certain groups of individuals, such as caretakers of small children and people 
working at least 30 hours a week, all able-bodied nonelderly adult food stamp participants are required 
to register for work and accept suitable employment as a condition of receiving food stamps. As with 
participants in the FSP, participants in other assistance programs often are required to register for 
work. In fiscal year 1995, 26 percent of all food stamp household heads were registered for work 
under the FSP or another assistance program.'* Most food stamp household heads (70 percent) were 
exempt from work registration requirements--20 percent of household heads were disabled, 12 percent 
were younger or older than the required ages, 20 percent were the caretakers of a child or an 
incapacitated adult, 9 percent were already employed full time, and 8 percent were exempt for other 
reasons.'° 


‘For more information on FSP participants and household heads, see appendix tables A-24 and 
A-27 through A-30. 


Reports in this series prior to summer 1989 included as work registrants only persons required 
to register for work under the FSP; the summer 1989 through fiscal year 1995 reports include as work 
registrants food stamp participants registered for work under the FSP and food stamp participants 
registered for the Job Opportunities and Basic Skills (JOBS) program. For more information on the 
work registration status of food stamp participants and household heads, see appendix table A-29. 


'’The work registration status of 3 percent of household heads was unknown. 
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CHANGES IN THE CHARACTERISTICS OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS 


The number of households receiving food stamps decreased slightly (by two percent) between fiscal 
year 1994 and fiscal year 1995.'’ Many of the characteristics of food stamp households remained 
constant or changed little during that time.'* For example, the percentage of households with an 
elderly member remained constant at 16 percent between fiscal year 1994 and fiscal year 1995, and 
the percentage of households with children decreased only marginally from 61 to 60 percent. The 
percentage of households with only one member increased from 34 to 36 percent, but the average size 
of food stamp households remained unchanged at 2.5 persons. The change in the percentage of 
households with a disabled member appeared to be sizable, increasing from slightly less than 13 
percent in fiscal year 1994 to 19 percent in fiscal year 1995, but most of this jump resulted from a 
revision in the definition of disabled.'” 


The average food stamp household was worse off in fiscal year 1995 than in fiscal year 1994 (table 
3.5). The average net income of food stamp households decreased by almost four percent in real 
dollars, and the percentage of households with zero net income increased from 24 to 25 percent. The 
percentage of households with earnings remained constant at approximately 21 percent, however, and 
the small decrease in the percentage of households with children did not reduce the percentage of 
households receiving AFDC, which was steady at 38 percent. The increase in the percentage of 
households with a disabled member was associated with an increase in the percentage of households 
receiving SSI (from 21 percent to 23 percent). 


The average food stamp benefit decreased in real dollars from $168 in fiscal year 1994 to $166 in fiscal 
year 1995, a reduction of one percent. The real value of the maximum food stamp benefit for a family 
of four in the continental United States also decreased, from $379 to $374. The percentage of food 
stamp households receiving the maximum benefit increased slightly, however, from 24 percent in fiscal 
year 1994 to 25 percent in fiscal year 1995. 


'7For more information on trends in the characteristics of food stamp households, see appendix 
tables A-31 and A-32. 


'8This analysis is based on cross-sectional samples from fiscal year 1994 and fiscal year 1995. 
Thus, whether changes in the characteristics of food stamp households reflect changes in the 
circumstances of continuing participants, of new participants, or both is not known. In addition, the 
differences may be the result of several factors including FSP legislation, changes in the economy, or 
changes in other social programs. 


'For fiscal year 1995, households with a disabled member were defined as those containing at 
least one person under age 65 who received SSI or at least one person age 18 to 61 who received 
Social Security, veterans benefits, or other government benefits as a result of disability. Prior to fiscal 
year 1995 households with a disabled member were defined as those that received SSI but contained 
no members over age 59. Based on the old definition, slightly over 13 percent of food stamp 
households contained a disabled member in fiscal year 1995. 
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Table 3.5--Average Nominal and Real Values of Selected Characteristics, Fiscal Year 1994 and Fiscal Year 1995 


Nominal Values Real Values 
Fiscal Year | Fiscal Year Percentage Fiscal Year 
1994 1995 Change 1995 










Selected 
Characteristics 





Percentage 
Change 



















Average Gross Income* 


Per: Households. eer eed 
Per Persouteeeaets caste eee Oss 
Average Net Income* 
Pera HOuscholdterwann- tenes -3.8 
Per Person ee cae eee -1.9 
Average Total Deduction® ..... Abe 
Average Household Benefit” . . . . -1.0 
Maximum Coupon Benefit 
for a Family of Four in the -0.4 


ContinentallWeSs ae 


Consumer Price Index 
AM termSi- oe ceca ron recor cete ae 
FoodatHomesse acne eee 






“Real values are in constant fiscal year 1994 dollars. Fiscal year 1995 values were deflated by the change in the CPI-U for 
all items between fiscal year 1994 and fiscal year 1995 (2.8 percent). 


*Real values are in constant fiscal year 1994 dollars. Fiscal year 1995 values were deflated by the change in the CPI-U for 
food at home between fiscal year 1994 and fiscal year 1995 (3.3 percent). 


Source of CPI-U average values: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Monthly Labor Review, December 
1994 and December 1995, Table 31. 


Source of nominal values: Fiscal Year 1994 and Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control samples. 
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CHAPTER 4: CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN 
IN THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM 


Children (age 17 or less) constitute the age group with the highest poverty rate in the United States. 
In 1995, approximately one in five children lived in poverty, and the poverty rate among children (20.8 
percent) was nearly double the rate among elderly persons (10.5 percent) or nonelderly adults (11.4 
percent) (figure 4.1). The poverty rate for children rose sharply in the 1970s and early 1980s--from 
14.4 percent in 1973 to a high of 22.3 percent in 1983. Since that time, the rate has fluctuated, but 
remains over 20 percent. In contrast, the poverty rate for elderly declined from 16.3 percent in 1973 
to 10.5 percent in 1995. 


Along with other food assistance programs, the FSP helps meet the nutritional needs of many poor 
children. In fiscal year 1995, the FSP served an average of over 13.8 million children each month, 
with children constituting over half of all food stamp participants. This chapter profiles the 
demographic and economic characteristics of food stamp participants who are children and the FSP 
households in which they live. The first section compares children and other participants in terms of 
demographic characteristics. The second section compares households with children and other 
households in terms of economic characteristics. The last section looks at the distribution of children 
and households with children by state. 


DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 
Age and Gender 


Almost 52 percent of all food stamp participants in fiscal year 1995 were children (table 4.1). This 
is in sharp contrast to the U.S. population of which only about a quarter were children. Of the 
approximately 13.9 million children in the FSP, 60 percent were school age (age 5 to 17) and 40 
percent were preschool age. Of the preschool age children, 38 percent were infants (age | or less). 


FSP children were split evenly by gender (table 4.2). Among adult FSP participants, however, females 
outnumbered males by over two to one (appendix table B-1). The substantially larger percentage of 
females among adult participants is consistent with the fact that female-headed households are 
considerably more likely to live in poverty than households headed by a married couple or by a single 
male. 


Race 


Compared with adult FSP participants, child participants were less likely to be white (36 percent 
versus 46 percent), but more likely to be either African American (37 percent versus 32 percent) or 
Hispanic (21 percent versus 16 percent) (appendix table B-1). Asian, Native American and other 
children comprised 7 percent of FSP children. The distribution by race was relatively consistent across 
children of different ages (table 4.2). 
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Figure 4.1 


Poverty Rates by Age 
(1959 - 1995) 


Percent 
40 


30 


65 Years and Over 


Children 


20 


10 


18 to 64 Years 





1959 1965 1975 1985 1995 


Year 


Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, March CPS. 
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Table 4.1 -- Distribution of Participants by Age 


Participants 
(000) 





Percent 










QTE a kt es POOR 26,955 100.0 
GT dren eee area toss cosa os raca cn ietccenee Poy eeec eee: 515 
PreschoollA ge Ghildreniticca seen s.cxvrterererereren ree 18.9 
OE «a eck g ey oer ee ES eee PS ee, BOA al 
DAL LOR CEE SOO FSS eI CO Selene, Seraenatees. 5 Oe 11.8 
SchoollA ge Children irecarsctes-secsscssectss-ceceoseentierseesceree. 32.6 
STP crate tele scehs ota ee en ee es Se oes 10.0 
PSTN qa. ge se ies ive) Bie ree ie he ei eae Od 10.7 
TEE IGN oe ee ey ae ec se Re all tae 8 Ae me See 8.6 
SAT tee NES RS ook oe er ree ern eere 3.3 
Nonelderly Adults (18-59) ............s.ccscssecssssserersereserees 41.2 
Biderly Adults (GOiOr MOre) iar nccccenrncs- ceersencussescesearesarss Ui 


UnkN OWA 26 ore. vcccenecceccoceceesssacscrnesescaetessasesscecsasucvarers 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table 4.2 -- Distribution of Participants by Age, Race, Gender, and Citizenship Status 
autchitren | Age Age sty 


ae me [amr om ae] [ae | [ae | mm ge | 
(000) 











Participant Characteristic 





Percent 


















Total getters 26,955 
Gender 
Male Passo ree es 10,926 49.2 
Female paieesir.cttiescisteetes: 16,025 50.7 
Race 
Whiten eee 10,956 33.6 
African-American ...............-.-- 9,292 37.5 
HiSPAMIC reses-creseecteceteesesetecteesss 4,960 20.2 
ASI aM AG eee eecseteneeeceneerestseetesescs 44 
Native American .........0.......:..-. 7 
Unknown Race papeeneeeme te 2.4 
Citizenship Status 
Citizen) BOrmMpmil):Soncsenerertes 92.7 





Naturalized Citizen .................. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Citizenship Status 


Approximately 13 percent of children in the FSP lived in households that contained a permanent 
resident or other type of alien, and in 84 percent of those cases the household head was an alien. 
Children in the FSP were considerably more likely than adult FSP participants to be citizens born in 
the U.S. In fiscal year 1995, approximately 96 percent of FSP children were native-born citizens, 
versus only 85 percent of adult participants. Even among children in the FSP, younger children were 
more likely to be citizens. Almost 99 percent of infant participants were citizens, compared with 96 
percent of 5-11 year olds and only 93 percent of 12-17 year olds. This may be because infant 
participants are more likely to have been born in the U.S., thus gaining automatic citizenship, while 
older child participants are more likely to have been born out of the country and then brought into the 
BY 


Household Composition and Size 


The majority of children (67 percent) lived in households headed by a single adult, and in 95 percent 
of those households, the head was a woman (table 4.3). Only three percent of children lived in 
households headed by a single male. Of the 28 percent of children living in a household with more 
than one adult, about half (51 percent) lived with a female household head and her spouse (appendix 
table B-2). Interestingly, preschool age children were more likely than older children to live in a 
single-adult household (69 percent versus 66 percent). Preschool children, and in particular infants, 
were considerably more likely to live in a household without any adult FSP participants. Specifically, 
six percent of preschool age children, and nine percent of infants lived in “children-only” households, 
compared with only three percent of school age children.”° 


Households that contained children tended to be considerably larger than households with no children. 
In fiscal year 1995, the average size of households with children was 3.4 persons, compared with 1.2 
persons in all-adult households (appendix table B-3). Furthermore, 70 percent of all households with 
children contained 3 or more members, compared with less than 2 percent of households that did not 
contain a child, and households that contained older children tended to have more members than those 
with preschool age children (table 4.4). 


ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN 
Poverty and Income 


On average, FSP households with children had a considerably higher monthly gross income ($600) 
than households with no children ($387), and very few households with children (5 percent) had zero 
gross income compared with households with no children (17 percent) (table 4.5, appendix table B-4). 
Similarly, the average monthly net income of households with children was nearly twice that of 


°While about 12 percent of these “children-only” households contained a teen living alone or with 
a young child, the majority contained an adult who was not an FSP participant. Of the households 
with adults outside of the food stamp unit, three-quarters contained a noncitizen adult. 
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Table 4.3 -- Distribution of Participants by Age and Household Composition 













ee : Preschool Age School Age 
All Participants# Adults Children Infants Children Children 


Number |} Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number] Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 


Household Composition 





100.0 




























Total Serer ct eaten eererstre et 13,883 
Households With Children ............ 13,883 100.0 
Single Adult \ii.cc.0.ccccssscexcssecovesveess 9,336 66.4 
Female}Head ernie eee 8,844 62.6 
Male Head iene eens 384 3.1 
Wnknown verse eer eee: 108 0.7 
Multiple Adults taccavcce eee 3,924 30.3 
nemaleHead saeestscesee te 2,917 222 
Male: Headine we eee rene 995 8.0 
Wnknown twee ee 12 0.1 








599 


2 Number of participants in households with given household characteristic. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table 4.4 -- Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children and Household Size 


Total Households Households With: 


: Preschool Age School Age 
Household Composition Rrteai ll: Percent Children Children 
(000) Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent oor Percent Noon Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 





4 These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. Since infants are preschool age, all 
households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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households without children ($326 and $174, respectively). Due to the relatively large size of 
households with children, however, these households actually had lower average gross income relative 
to the poverty level than did households without children. On average, the gross income of households 
with children was 54 percent of the poverty level, while that of households without children was 59 
percent of the poverty level. Households with infants had lower average gross income as a percentage 
of the poverty level (49 percent) than either households with preschool age children (51 percent) or 
households with school age children (56 percent). 


Households with children received most of their income from AFDC and earnings (table 4.6, appendix 
table B-5). Almost two-thirds of households with children received AFDC, and almost one-third 
received income from earnings. On average, households with children had considerably higher 
monthly earnings than households with no children ($744 versus $368) (appendix table B-6). Nearly 
11 percent of households with children received SSI, but households with infants were considerably 
less likely than households with school age children to do so (7 percent versus 13 percent). Since GA 
and Social Security are generally targeted towards adults rather than children, only a small proportion 
of FSP households with children received income from these sources. 


FSP Deductions 


The FSP allows deductions for shelter expenses, dependent-care expenses, medical expenses, and 
earnings. Consistent with other food stamp households in fiscal year 1995, about two-thirds of 
households with children were entitled to an excess shelter expense deduction (table 4.7, appendix 
table B-7). Households with children were more likely than other households to receive dependent- 
care and earnings deductions, but less likely to receive a medical deduction, which is only available 
to households containing an elderly member. 


The excess shelter expense deduction is available to all households whose shelter costs exceed 50 
percent of their countable income after all other potential deductions are subtracted from gross income. 
The deduction is subject to a cap. The average excess shelter expense deduction as a percentage of 
the cap was considerably lower for households with children (69 percent) than for households with no 
children (77 percent) (appendix table B-8). On the other hand, households with children were 
considerably more likely than other households to have an excess shelter expense deduction equal to 
the cap (23 percent versus 9 percent). 


In determining eligibility and benefits, the FSP takes into account expenses incurred for caring for 
children and other dependents while household members work, seek employment, or go to school in 
fiscal year 1995. The maximum dependent-care deduction was $200 for each dependent under 2 years 
old and $175 for each dependent age 2 and over. Among FSP households with children, 6 percent 
received a dependent-care deduction, and the average deduction among those households was $145. 
Some FSP households are also entitled to an earned income deduction and/or a medical expense 
deduction. The earned income deduction is equal to 20 percent of household earnings. Since 30 
percent of FSP households with children had earnings, 30 percent received an earned income 
deduction. The average earnings deduction was $149 among households with children that received 
an earnings deduction. Very few households with children (one percent) received a medical expense 
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Table 4.5 -- Average Gross and Net Income, Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline, Countable 
Resources, and Household Size of Participating Households by Age of Children 


Total Households 






Average Monthly Values 












Gross Income 
asa Net Income as 
Percentage of | a Percentage 





Household Characteristic 



































Number | Percent | Gross Income | Net Income Poverty of Poverty Countable Household 
(000) (Dollars) (Dollars) Guideline Guideline Resources Size 
(Percent) (Percent) (Dollars) (Persons) 


MO TAELOTOTA Pectiee on tacceseocshsacséeeeseeoss ; ‘ : : 
MRATN GUM eee cele Sesvscaseoriasctes : ; : 3.5 
Preschool Age Children 
School Age Children ............ 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table 4.6 -- Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children and Type of Income 
Total Households Households With: 

; ) Preschool Age School Age 

b 
No Children Children Children? Children 

Number | Percent 

(000) Number | Percent | Number] Percent | Number} Percent |} Number} Percent | Number | Percent 

(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 
SS SSE 10,883 













Type of Income 





















siete teas 2,329 


Wages and Salaries ....... 2,128 
Self-Employment .......... 141 
Other Earned Income .... 84 


Unearned Income .......... 9,451 


Aid to Families with 

Dependent Children ..| 4,171 
General Assistance ........ 786 
AFDC or GA Income ....| 4,926 
Supplemental Security 

INCOME Hecate eee 2,461 
Social Security .............. 2,019 
Unemployment Income 199 
Veterans’ Benefits ......... 140 
Workers’ Compensation 41 
Other Government 

SCne fits verresceerareeeesees: 110 
Household 


Child Support 
Enforcement 
PAayINe nts erecta 
Other Unearned Income 






No Income) .)..is06..s:css5 


@ The sum of individual income sources does not add to the total because households can receive income from more than one source. 


> These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. Since infants are preschool 
age, all households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table 4.7 -- Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children and Type of Deduction 













Households With: 


No Children Children Infants Preschool Age =| school Age Children 
Children 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 
PRET TICOMIG" s.cs.cacvteccecssseeevees 


Bependent Care ...................0.040-. : : : J 51 
Excess Shelter Expense 







Type of Deduction 


Percent 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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deduction, which is available only to households that contain elderly or disabled members and have 
monthly medical expenses in excess of $35. 


FSP Benefits 


In fiscal year 1995, households with children received relatively large average monthly food stamp 
benefits ($233 versus $82 for households without children) (table 4.8). In addition, over one-quarter 
of households with children received a monthly benefit over $300, compared with less than | percent 
of households without children (appendix table B-9). The relatively high food stamp benefit received 
by households with children primarily reflects the large size of those households relative to households 
without children (3.7 persons versus 1.2 persons). In fact, households with children receive only 
slightly higher per person benefits ($72) than households with no children ($70). 


While food stamps increased the purchasing power of all food stamp households, FSP benefits had a 
more substantial influence on households with children than on households with no children. On 
average, food stamps accounted for 34 percent of the purchasing power (cash income plus food 
stamps) of households with children, compared with 31 percent for households with no children. 
Adding food stamps to cash income would move 35 percent of households with children from below 
to above 50 percent of the poverty line, compared with only 9 percent of households with no children 
(appendix table B-10). 


CHILDREN AND HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN BY STATE 


The proportion of the FSP caseload composed of children varied considerably by State in fiscal year 
1995, ranging from 62 percent in California to only 41 percent in West Virginia (appendix table B- 
11).?! Arizona, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and Wisconsin also contained a large percentage of children 
(over 55 percent) among their food stamp participants, while the FSP caseloads in Maine and New 
York contained a relatively small percentage of children (under 45 percent). 


The distribution of FSP households with children also varied by State (appendix table B-12). Of the 
10.9 million FSP households in fiscal year 1995, 60 percent contained children. Among the States, 
however, households with children as a percentage of all FSP households in the State ranged from 80 
percent in California to only 45 percent in New York. Alaska and Wyoming are other states that 
contained a large percentage of FSP households with children (70 percent). 





*'California’s high percentage of children is explained in part by the fact that California’s IQCS 
sample excludes the SSI/FSP population, a group that is disproportionately elderly. 
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Table 4.8 -- Average Food Stamp Benefit, Food Stamp Benefit as a Percentage of the Maximum, 
Per Person Food Stamp Benefit, and Household Size by Age of Children 


Total Households 


Household Characteristic Food Stamp 

Benefit asa | Food Stamp 
Food Stamp | Percentage of Benefit Household 
Benefit Maximum Per Person Size 
(Dollars) (Percent) (Dollars) (Persons) 















Average Monthly Values 













Number | Percent 
(000) 


Bescseetipeeestcceesecesrtvsdensbnacess 10,883 


INO Children civ: cccce-cccceccasescassene 4,391 12 
Children Perec ccscccetets ccevscsvesasases 6,492 3.4 
MPANCS PesecsecevcstecacessacesecSaseeees 1,798 Shs) 
Preschool Age Children ....... SEA) 35 
School Age Children ............ 4,622 Shy 









Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS FOR USE WITH APPENDICES 





ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS FOR USE WITH APPENDICES 


ACRONYMS 

AFDC - Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
E&T - Employment and Training Program 
FSP - Food Stamp Program 

GA - General Assistance 

IRCA - Immigration Reform and Control Act 
JOBS - Job Opportunities and Basic Skills 
SSI__—_-_: Supplemental Security Income 

TFP- - Thrifty Food Plan 

UI - Unemployment Insurance 
DEFINITIONS 


Alien. Participant who is a noncitizen, including 
permanent residents, immigrants accorded permanent 
resident status under the Immigration Reform and 
Control Act of 1986 (IRCA), immigrants accorded 
temporary resident status under IRCA, refugees, 
persons granted political asylum, aliens granted a stay 
of deportation, aliens residing in the United States 
under color of law, nonimmigrants admitted for a 
specified period, Mexican citizens with a “border” 
card, and undocumented aliens. 


Children. Persons under age 18. 


Countable Resources. Cash on hand, assets which 
can be easily converted to cash, such as money in 
checking or savings accounts, savings certificates, 
stocks or bonds, and lump sum payments. They also 
include some nonliquid assets, although the family 
home, one or more family vehicles if necessary to 
transport disabled persons or to produce income, and 
business tools or property are not counted. See also 
Resource Limit. 


Deductions. Allowable deductions from a house- 
hold's gross monthly income to arrive at FSP net 
monthly income. The deductions shown in the tables 
are those to which households were entitled. Some of 
the deductions may not have been used, however, 
before a household reached zero net income status. 
Therefore, total deductions do not equal the difference 
between gross and net income amounts. See also Total 
Deduction, Standard Deduction, Earned Income 
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Deduction, Dependent-Care Deduction, Excess Shelter 
Deduction, and Medical Deduction. 


Dependent-Care Deduction. Deduction received by 
food stamp households for expenses involved in caring 
for dependents while other members work, seek 
employment, or go to school. In fiscal year 1995 the 
deduction was subject to a maximum of $200 per 
month for each dependent under age 2 and $175 per 
month for each dependent age 2 or more. See also 
Deductions. 


Disabled Persons. Individuals under age 65 who 
receive SSI and individuals age 18 to 61 who receive 
Social Security, veterans benefits, or other government 
benefits as a result of disability. 


Earned Income Deduction. Deduction received by 
households with earnings, equal to 20 percent of the 
combined earnings of household members. See also 
Deductions. 


Earned Income. Includes wages, salaries, self- 
employment, and farm income. 


Elderly. Adults over age 59. 


Employed Full Time. Employed at least 30 hours per 
week or receiving weekly earnings equal to or greater 
than the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 30 
hours. This estimate is based on an employment status 
variable. 


Employed Part Time. Employed less than 30 hours 
per week. 


Employment and Training (E&T). Refers to 
employment and training services received under FSP 
E&T programs. Services provided include work 
experience, educational programs, and job search 
training. 


Entrant Households. Includes households newly 
certified during fiscal year 1995. 


Excess Shelter Deduction. Deduction received by 
households with shelter costs, equal to those shelter 
costs that exceed 50 percent of the household's 


countable income after all other potential deductions 
are subtracted from gross income. There is a limit on 
the shelter deduction for households that do not contain 
elderly or disabled members. See Appendix G. See 
also Deductions. 


Exempt from Work Registration. See Work 
Registration Status Definitions and Notes below. 


Expedited Service Households. Households which 
initially received expedited service for the certification 
period in effect during fiscal year 1995. 


Gross Income. Total monthly income of household in 
dollars, before applying deductions. 


Gross Income Limit. Food stamp program gross 
monthly income eligibility standards, determined by 
household size; equal to 130 percent of the poverty 
guidelines. See Appendix F. 


Households With Preschool Age Children. 
Households with at least one member less than age 5. 


Households With Elderly. Households with at least 
one member age 60 or more. 


Households With Elderly or Disabled. Households 
in which at least one member is age 60 or more, or at 
least one member is under age 65 and receives SSI, or 
at least one member is age 18 to 61 and receives Social 
Security, veterans benefits, or other government 
benefits as a result of disability. 


Households With School Age Children. Households 
with at least one member age 5 to 17. 


Households With Disabled. Households with at least 
one member who is under age 65 and receives SSI or at 
least one member who is age 18 to 61 and receives 
Social Security, veterans benefits, or other government 
benefits as a result of disability. 


Households With Children. Households with at least 
one member age 17 or less. 


Initial Certification Households. Includes both 
households certified for the first time within the current 
certification period and previously certified households 
which have not received benefits for at least 30 days. 


Maximum Benefit. Based on 103 percent of the cost 
of the Thrifty Food Plan in the preceding June for a 
reference family of four, rounded to the lowest dollar 
increment. Maximum benefit varies by region. In 
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fiscal year 1995 maximum benefits for Alaska were 
frozen at 1994 levels. See Appendix H. 


Medical Deduction. Deduction available to 
households that contain elderly or disabled members, 
equal to all medical expenses incurred by the elderly or 
disabled person that exceed $35. See page 4. See also 
Deductions. 


Minimum Benefit. 
households. 


$10 for one- or two-person 


Net Income. Total monthly income of household in 
dollars, after applying deductions. 


Net Income Limit. FSP net monthly income eligibility 
standard, determined by household size. See Appendix 
F, 


Nonelderly Adults. Adults age 18 to 59. 


Not Employed. Not working and not looking for 
work, and therefore not part of the labor force. 


Other Alien. An alien accorded refugee status, an 
alien granted political asylum, a nonimmigrant admitted 
for a specified period, an alien granted a stay of 
deportation, a Mexican citizen with a “border” card, an 
undocumented alien, or an alien permanently residing 
in the United States under color of law. See also 
Permanent Resident Alien. 


Permanent Resident Alien. An immigrant accorded 
permanent resident status, a lawful permanent resident 
under IRCA, or a lawful temporary resident under 
IRCA. See also Other Alien. 


Poverty Guideline. The poverty guidelines used in 
fiscal year 1995 were issued by the Department of 
Health and Human Services and published in the 1994 
Federal Register. Dividing these guidelines by 12 
yields the monthly net income limits for the FSP. The 
Bureau of the Census establishes other poverty 
thresholds which are used primarily for statistical 
purposes. See Appendix E. 


Preschool Age Children. Children less than 5 years 
old. 


Public Assistance. Includes Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC) and General Assistance 
(GA). 


Resource Limit. For most households the resource 
limit was $2,000 in fiscal year 1995. Households with 


at least one member age 60 or older, however, were 
allowed up to $3,000 of resources. See also Countable 
Resources. 


Rural. A household is considered to be located in a 
rural area if the county in which its local food stamp 
agency is located is not in a Metropolitan Statistical 
Area as defined by the Census Bureau. 


School Age Children. Children age 5 to 17. 
Shelter Deduction. See Excess Shelter Deduction. 


Standard Deduction. Deduction received by all 
households which varies by area to reflect price 
differences among areas. See Appendix G. See also 
Deductions. 


Student. Participant age 18 or older enrolled at least 
half time in a recognized school, training program, or 
institution of higher education. 


Thrifty Food Plan. Market basket of goods based on 
an economical and nutritious diet, adjusted for 
household size and composition. Used to determine 
maximum food stamp benefit amounts. 


Total Deduction. Includes earned income, dependent- 
care, excess shelter, medical, and standard deductions 
to which the FSP household is entitled. In some cases 
this exceeds the amount deducted from gross income 
because net income cannot be less than zero. See also 
Deductions. 


Unearned Income. Includes Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children (AFDC), General Assistance 
(GA), Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Social 
Security, Unemployment Income, Veterans’ Benefits, 
Workers' Compensation, Other Government Benefits, 
Household Contributions, Household Deemed Income, 
Educational Loans, Child Support Enforcement 
Payments, and other unearned income. 


Unemployed. Not working but looking for work, and 
therefore part of the labor force. 


Urban. A household is considered to be located in an 
urban area if the county in which its local food stamp 
agency is located is in a Metropolitan Statistical Area 
as defined by the Census Bureau. 


41 


Work Registration Status Definitions and Notes 


Required to register for work. Able-bodied food 
stamp household heads required to register for work 
under the FSP or JOBS. 


Exempt from work registration. Food stamp 
household heads not required to register for work for 
one or more of the reasons listed below. 


Under the required age. Less than age 18. 
(However, the Food Stamp Act of 1977, as 
amended, requires 16- and 17-year-olds who are 
household heads and who are not in school or 
otherwise exempt to register for work.) 


Over the required age. Age 60 or more. 


Pregnant. This exemption applies only to the 
AFDC program. States may exempt household 
heads from participation in FSP E&T programs 
for this reason, but not from FSP work 
registration. 


Caretaker. For the FSP, this exemption includes 
both caretakers of children under 6 and caretakers 
of children under 18 when another able-bodied 
parent is registered for work or exempted because 
of employment; for the AFDC program, this 
exemption applies to caretakers of children under 
age 3 (or age | as a state option). 


Employed full time. Employed at least 30 hours 
per week or receiving weekly earnings equal to or 
greater than the Federal minimum wage 
multiplied by 30 hours. 


Student. Enrolled at least half time in a 
recognized school, training program, or institution 
of higher education. 


Program not offered. This exemption applies 
only to the AFDC program. States may exempt 
household heads from participation in FSP E&T 
programs for this reason, but not from FSP work 
registration. 
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APPENDIX A 


CROSSWALK AND DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP 
HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 
IN FISCAL YEAR 1995 





CROSSWALK 


The layout of the appendix A tables in this report differs significantly from that of the appendix 
A tables in reports prior to the Summer 1993 report. The tables have been changed to allow 
the presentation of data in a more efficient and convenient format. This crosswalk enables the 
reader to link the tables in this report to tables in reports issued prior to the Summer 1993 
edition. For each of the old tables, this crosswalk lists the number of the new table containing 
corresponding data. 





CROSSWALK FOR APPENDIX A TABLES 


Previous Table Number and Title New Table Number 
Summary of 1995 Characteristics 
A-1 PAUP ey Aveo OD SEpAaltiCipatlOonitOtalsmeeenemen seers aeweteN a steve ew -aontinc have howiera ws none ela R heen me ave Me ails A-1 
A-2_ Average values of selected characteristics by household composition ..............0.00eceeueeue A-2 
Ase Average values of selected characteristics by income source .............<+seccccseccececcesos A-2 
A-4 Distribution of participating households with selected characteristics ..............0 00 eee eevee A-1 
Income 
A-5 Distribution of participating households by gross and net monthly income 
(SOUS we ere me ror ea ance see See er lel GPU AG eee cant ae ef SN: Ree leg 2k SEM A-3 
ERUSEUIES Se 5, 0 a ch 2 Ot eae Aa aoe La em a ee ear a ee oe ee er A-2 
A-6 _ Distribution of participating households by gross monthly income and household size 
COUNLSE en re Setron eer els eee, Se a ee BP een ee, FS ae A-4 
DAY CLAY CSM MBM W, MPMI eos oles bof ce mec'c tome means aps bas fe ol seta he, Swede Nel chads Sievarsbe ahareony MOREE we ts A-5 
A-7 Distribution of participating households by net monthly income and household size 
COUNTS Reger eee se eee veo erin cedar Meh AEC ee, Oe Coe ELS, CR ee ek De A-4 
EMM SCATEAS. eG. ty & 3. Au anOERD Det CeCL Aus aha On ee ee re ee aes ee A-5 
A-8 _ Distribution of participating households by income source 
Counts eR ie ere ener eats she Sie ai se ela ere ene ee Ee ee A-8 
PAV CLAD CSM WAR em eaten rep anette als fe ae ba Sue a cairaeesh Gceh Slis Seat SI Btn baths Gk Wy avemte dna ver Sy Sewanee e eaus A-7 
A-9 Distribution of participating households, average income, average benefit, and average household size 
by selected income sources 
(SOUNLS Meee eB Metra ckee se cicters atic at tere os 3) sails tonsa ia tor oh Gules oars wien's e Ieushe ene) «sieve sualeunnens A-6, A-7 
LAVET ALES Meee CME TE ae eT ett aes eae a eI as ee ene eve le ne a a A-7 
A-10 Distribution of participating households by gross monthly income as a percentage of the poverty line 
for all households, households with elderly or disabled, and households with children 
CCOUNS eee ee er ae epee et Sede teed me? anes hie don.che or ale Wacans ese eisiin se as (eller ss ve tsiegorte nee Gr suencWe A-3 
LAV CLAD CS Merame ae re ee ee meee See aren el Seite an Ghia), bowen SUS) oon lave. wileld (cite ist eneler ene ee oles A-5 
A-11 Distribution of participating households by net monthly income as a percentage of the poverty line 
for all households, households with elderly or disabled, and households with children 
(CLOTS. ia suo Bld Br oboe 6: DeReoRD En aoe ites ClGHE 5 OCR Sinn recite otn ieerece teepae cmc Ono eriea os Orch ic ae A-3 
AV CLAC CS mun ME Eto MEE Rete ee a ene toes cmemcaias otelt ahs shetstie Grete le lores euetensbe ia oe A-S 
Deductions 
A-12 Distribution of participating households claiming deductions and value of deductions claimed 
GOUNtS Ne eee te re SE inoue ols Some gid Fe sien aual es un acees ope ecabere relate lie A-9 
ISS ENDS oa cuits Dioag ccna a aA aCe ERCRD once une tactics ie Ineo oscars oupar hic, casio. sched serra A-2, A-10 
A-13 Distribution of participating households by amount of total deduction 
CS OUTS ee a eas errata rite aos Re game Ma Meee bets Be clas Wm Me aiem ws aderene tens fede A-11 
A VETACESEn PE Ne Cots a Redneck aia nee ghee a amma tN wave ee ede Ronis oe ale Whee le lises A-2 
A-14 Average total deduction for all participating households by gross monthly income and household size ..... A-12 
A-15 Distribution of participating households claiming earned income deduction and value of deduction claimed 
COUT a et een OCU cles aa. Pole RarePeaanemarcps Pie Mehs te tataletens stots eters atencisnate A-9 
PAM Era eae Arata Heth or, Fo he eerie Dic a tr ole aan iis ee eke pte hs Cae Petsie kn Yh ORs eee A-10 
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CROSSWALK (continued) 
Previous Table Number and Title New Table Number 


A-16 Distribution of participating households by amount of earned income deduction 


ll a er EMA A-11 

BC eee Ar rer se A-10 
A-17 _ Distribution of participating households claiming dependent-care deduction and value of deduction claimed 

COUMS 5) 5 wl slay sien © 9S ness, « eg e & ue iece we wees ee Vee, oes ese ee A-9 

AVERAGES 05! oe! ale Te 5ile\)enyz c's) Nan eee a. Ua ee ee ge A-10 
A-18 Distribution of participating households by amount of dependent-care deduction 

COUMES sis 5 epites, sine imi (el Meese lo ouohegwilede, leg canny ue cag ca aeye ge eye eee A-11 

AVETAZES 1. say's ote spaly ppreie gra ee es eae oases le A-10 
A-19 Distribution of participating households claiming excess shelter deduction and value of deduction claimed 

COUMES Sinise 4s iets! ears a GoEN wien kes [oteeyces rat ope cis yey ae ee meer A-9 

AVOLARES © 52 1 is Saat le: s ein dae ohn da erage. ues. 820 card RI A-10 
A-20 _ Distribution of participating households by amount of excess shelter deduction 

CONES «sieves sa ye cies aen nce delle ce be Ohya ee eke tii gate een A-11 

AVETABES 5,2) 025, 3: 64 osc lnrnie. ate Saimin ec esa cam al ge ed aaa A-10 
A-21 _ Distribution of participating households by the value of shelter deduction .................0--.. A-11 


A-22 Distribution of participating households claiming medical deduction and value of deduction claimed 
ee Cee ere eee ee Cee A-9 


A-23 _ Distribution of participating households by amount of medical deduction for all households, households 
with elderly, and households with disabled 
i ee ee ee ee ee ee A-11 


Benefits and Resources 
A-24 — Distribution of participating households by amount of monthly food stamp benefit 


COUnS is2.5' a tessirrsh aya x nagmere cad Oo pasts Alain a SR eh gin ae a A-13 
AVEIageS +... « sinatra ain aor eaRGR. mee Daw eiele seamen teal neste A-2 
A-25_ Average monthly food stamp benefit by gross monthly income and household size.................. A-15 


A-26 Distribution of households by food stamp benefit as a percentage of maximum benefit and household 
POVERTY SCAEUS. 5. + ba syeuce ancy ss wty i ayy AUR cura cet oy, ai ve a 0 tN A-14 


A-27 _ Distribution of participating households by total countable resources for all households and households 
with elderly or disabled 


Counts, “esses, ¢ Sie fixsy Vhs Janeen gh aro a A-3 
AVETAQES 7 oer iaclea> Basi raf ake en ee aver ea ee A-2, A-5 
Certification 
A-28 Distribution of participating households by type of most recent action and expedited service ........... A-16 


A-29 Distribution of participating households by length of certification period 
Counts 
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CROSSWALK (continued) 
Previous Table Number and Title New Table Number 


FSP Participants and Household Composition 
A-30 Distribution of participating households by household size 


BLY Spy alc sear cle a a cee A-20, A-22 
PY CLAS COMME Mt Rete tA TARE ce cents © ited Wey sce het c ah Be ARAM eyes (ance Gisele y Ai) ewe on A-2 

A-31 Household composition of participating households ................ 0000 ce eee eee eeeeuenes A-25 
A-32 Distribution of participating households by household size, number of elderly, children, preschool age 

Giri Ahan, ATL Ge eal MN oo oo oo 6 a to oko Bas cohen Agos oo bob avons Foner EA ae ee A-26 
eran DSi DucOn.Ols participants, Dygage and ‘SPX joy. eisie. eens cane eh each eos ieee aisle ie cee nae) ieee aati A-27 
A-34 Distribution of participants by Thrifty Food Plan sex-age groups and by household size .............. A-28 
esos OC -Telatedicharacteristics OL participants 0.) 4/42) o/s key aie s ols oles aie) ee) cee ey cnci sal conie seins A-30 
A-36 Distribution of participating households by race or ethnic origin of household head ................. A-24 
A-37 _ Distribution of participating households by selected characteristics of household members ............. A-24 
Employment and Work Registration 
A-38 Distribution of participating households by employment status of household head .................. A-29 
A-39 Distribution of participating households by work registration status of household head ............... A-29 
A-40 Distribution of participants by work registration status 2... 1.0... 0... ee eee eee eee eee eee A-29 
Earned Income 
A-41 Distribution of participating households, benefits and participants for households with and without 

EALNCU SINC OMG Mmmm Me ie cree og ricnte house pat es Pugs cores n/f8 tedvaie dt niyst arse, 6) Bias ch el seapenis (Redan lobeh tte hat eseu commeroners A-1 
A-42 Average value of selected characteristics for participating households with and without earned income ...... A-2 
A-43 Distribution of participating households with and without earned income for selected characteristics ...... A-22 
Elderly Persons 
A-44 Distribution of participating households, benefits and participants for households with and without elderly ... A-1 
A-45 Average value of selected characteristics for participating households with and without elderly........... A-2 
A-46 Distribution of participating households with and without elderly for selected characteristics ........... A-20 
Disabled Persons 
A-47 Distribution of participating households, benefits and participants for households with and without 

CISADICC Mmm eet ene Cy cage Nae Pant agora wenraraa tiewon Mayans setae sree aiteitas alin) 4) ake toceuene Gua c hen enue Meneses A-1 
A-48 Average value of selected characteristics for participating households with and without disabled .......... A-2 
A-49 Distribution of participating households with and without disabled for selected characteristics .......... A-20 
Children 
A-50 Distribution of participating households and benefits for households with children, school age 

eniarens prescnooLage children. and No Children 215 <6..6 0 See cH oo) rw  eheneuminten one 9m) & sien ed ae A-1 
A-51 Average value of selected characteristics for participating households with children, school age 

eniiten= preschool age chiniceny and No Children ce se ees ce ani oe 2 cca = Gai otic rem PP When lata foyer gis) Aue A-2 
A-52 Distribution of participating households with children, school age children, preschool age children, 

ANd MOMHiarenitomselecteaecharactenistiCSmarjenein asi neki teacn nema Meet eaaialtomcne Rei iee ner rsieure weer atc felis A-20 
AFDC 
A-53 Distribution of participating households, benefits and participants for households with and without 

[AED GEnCOlle Meera ates Vue ae hich ra “Pouch one ic eunact acd suetre mesic eves ved M Nema gies cc sna eMen al. raperorans A-1 
A-54 Average value of selected characteristics for participating households with and without AFDC income ..... . A-2 
A-55 _ Distribution of participating households with and without AFDC income for selected characteristics ...... A-22 
Survey Comparisons: 1980 Through 1995 
A-56 Comparison of average value of selected characteristics for August 1980 - summer 1995 ............. A-32 
A-57 Comparison of percentage of participating households with selected characteristics for 

AGUS RS CIAES TVET te it gt RT De See MN Srec Seiten ner operat car eas Soa 8 ee cra eR ar aera A-31 
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DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS 





Table A-1. Distribution of Participating Households, Persons, and Benefits by Household 


Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit Amount 







Food Stamp Households 


Household Characteristic 


Number Percent Number Percent Dollars 
(000) (000) (000) 


BU ob cal Pee geese csvaticcavaosesavetes svcseees 10,883 
Household Composition 
Ch tldre nie seen cere. seetteteccsasesasckeonsvats 
SchoollA vel i cietiececseocsevcex-cooves 
reschoolvA Sei in asmsrstncesctsseses-rs 
INO} Children wait... cecrserscsceteceaveenss 


Elderly Persons! we:ceetes-cs-ceseeescree-se 
Novelderly|PersonSieerercesn: ere sce: 


Disabled PersOns) esses-s cess -enescc<- oe 
No Disabled Persons .................... 


Income Source 


GLOSSHINGOME ceserriirtrseeetheneesavese 
INO: GrOSS; INCOME eerresresecsestsesesse- 


INGUIN COME Bas ecsestecertteesceveses stsicessee 
INOYINEE INCOME ee crreersesceseacsectscses 


AINE INCOME !eecrenteeetesectxaveressezes 
No Earned Incomeirn cscs scree 


Wnearned Income) cecccs-cseceeeoee 22 
No Unearned Income ................... 


FARTGInCOMeC)  stener cic exeseces seizes 
INOTAPDG InCOMe merressscsevenceeees 


CAAINCOMC Pate ete meee terest: 
INGiGAUIN COME Perseeesssccetectscrsacee 


AFDC or GA Income ................... 
No AFDC or GA Income ............ 


Social Security Income ................ 
No Social Security Income .......... 


Gross Income as a Percentage of 
Poverty Guideline 


Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benenit mececseeteecccsreerene 


Maximum Benefit ...............----2+++ 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Participants in Households 
With Household 
Characteristic 


21,849 
17,102 
12,863 

5,106 


2,376 
24,579 


4,428 
22,527 


1,870,039 


1,509,895 
1,142,442 
904,860 
360,144 


117,726 
1752,313 


215,755 
1,654,284 


1,694,304 
175,735 


1,362,563 
507,476 


434,064 
1,435,975 


1,620,179 
249,860 


996,149 
873,890 


96,745 
1,773,294 


1,085,092 
784,947 


231,375 
1,638,664 


163,461 
1,706,578 


175,735 
907,445 
728,059 

58,800 


Monthly Food Stamp 
Benefits 


Percent 


100.0 


80.7 
61.1 
48.4 
193 


6.3 
9307 


MS) 
88.5 


90.6 
9.4 


TZ 
27.1 


232 
76.8 


86.6 
13.4 


a3:3 
46.7 


a2 
94.8 


58.0 
42.0 


12.4 
87.6 


8.7 
91.3 


9.4 
48.5 
38.9 

Sul 


0.3 
27.3 


Table A-2. Average Gross and Net Income, Total Deduction, Countable Resources, Food Stamp Benefit, Household Size, and Certification 
Period of Participating Households by Household Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit Amount 


Total Households Average Monthly Values 





Household Characteristic Total Countable Food Stamp Household | Certification 
P Gross Income | Net Income Deduction Resources Benefit Size Period 
Bbmbes | Bene (Dollan) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) (Months) 
Notal eresseetesatanca oe 98 
Household Composition 
Children een ee 9.0 
WCHOOMA GE Rene. stew coe ee 91 
PreschoolvA gems seme: 8.9 
ING Childrenteessmeerr eee 10.9 
Elderly Personswaesse 125 
No Elderly Persons ............... 9.2 
Disabled Persons .................- 11.2 
No Disabled Persons ............ 9.4 
Income Source 
Gross INCOme meee ee 10.1 
No Gross Income .................- 7.0 
Net Income meeatteecce eee 10.3 
No Net Income ..................... 8.2 
Bamediincome sete 8.3 
No Earned Income ................ 10.2 
Unearned Income ................. 10.1 
No Unearned Income ........... 7h) 
INFO CAUNC IVE ecoseceyen nn 9.6 
No AFDC Income ................ 9.8 
GAUncome =e ee 10.5 
No GA Income ...........cccceee. 9.7 
AFDC or GA Income ........... 9.8 
No AFDC or GA Income ..... 9.7 
SSl peeve ee ee 11.9 
No SSI eee cs oe 9.1 
Social Security Income ......... 12.0 
No Social Security Income ... 9:2 
Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit ................. 12.3 
Maximum Benefit ................ 8.2 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


54 


Table A-3. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by 
Amount of Gross and Net Income, Countable Resources, and Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline 


Total Households Households With: 
S18 Characteristic Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Number Percent 
(000) 


Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 


BED ESEA DEP MRR ee car cenosocesscnsconceeneee 100.0 

Gross Income 
NOMI Coes cctscescncsenseorce iW 
J102) 2 0.8 
UUSE ee 5.4 
BaD Merete seve decsssiccscsacnc 56.8 
S00) Se ee ee 20.0 
SUVS OY oe eae er 8.5 
OOS eee WS 

Net Income 
(0) en ee ee 9.2 
Doe) oa 20.8 
ALG CS a0) Se ane 39.2 
LUD Set Ge Ee A ae ee ibrAal 
Ma) Pine torcccrecevesatienseds de: 
UO ee 3.4 
MEUM eR RRC. cach asareZssacaseoeaees 3.0 

Countable Resources 
SO) oe ce 68.3 
MES Ue ene Sccsccsscscesees 22.1 
ROBE MEUM cen ceaccrcersccscaxdees es 48 
ABEND et SOO Wetse.cesccesesseceeees 23 
- -SVOUS) RY 6] Oe eee 0.9 
TSTIEPACO CE 0.6 
UD OES YO 0 OR eaeeeeee 0.7 
STUN Ete oem Fs cicccicesusssadbeees 0.1 

Gross Income as a 

Percentage of Poverty 

Guideline 
No Gross Income .............. 1.1 
(OS a a 0.8 
eS Rtn teca.tcucecssasceesses 5.9 
CUS) ee 31.3 
SPM rere scl cestevcitecasecesaae 48.3 
UP es a ees 10.7 
[UES SIS TOM ag as See 0.7 
MSIE AS) cctcondsvniteseecsscicsanene 0.9 
SL eee 0.3 

Net Income as a 

Percentage of Poverty 

Guideline 
No Net Income ................+. 9.2 
a oe 16.6 
ae 33.8 
oe ee 31.3 
Ss a 8.6 
1 OSS AES See ae 0.4 
he 0.0 
ot ee 0.1 
8 cinta 0.0 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-4. Distribution of Participating Households by Household Size and Amount of Gross and Net Income, Countable Resources, and 
Gross and Net Income as a Sen] of Poverty Guideline 


Total Households | pu eet = ee eee Size 
Characteristic Number ne ies 
(000) aes Percent | Number | Percent | Number} Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) | 





Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 

No Gross Income ....... 





Net Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 
No Net Income .......... 
1-259 Pee 








~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-5. Average Gross and Net Income, Average Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline, and 
Average Countable Resources of Participating Households by Household Composition and Size 


Total Households Average Monthly Values 







Countable Resources 
(Dollars) 
Gross Income 
Household Characteristic asa Net Income as Over 
Percentage of | a Percentage Households 
Poverty of Poverty With 
Guideline Guideline Over All Countable 
(Percent) (Percent) Households Resources 


Number | Percent | Gross Income | Net Income 
(000) (Dollars) (Dollars) 


ME OEM eecte-cescsceressveseissocesassesseose 352 
Household Composition 
MODULO eittevertscccssscoccessnesssaces 287 
SCROOUWADS Breccteestscvccecaterser- 298 
Preschool AGe ficv.c<..sec0-s+.. 278 
INGE DULOLON erecscepes soss-cseccsson 437 
Elderly or Disabled 
PETSONS tateverceescases-csnczs= cece 446 
No Elderly or Disabled 
RETSOMS fecsteeeittes<se2nseqs-e-<0-- 281 
BIGeTLy POLSODS c2.c0eccc-sece--01-2 539 
No Elderly Persons ............... 289 
Disabled Persons .................. 325 
No Disabled Persons ............ 359 
Household Size 
MIB ove tact ceedesesiscsverseceseseiesess 435 
DRO rai ca esastiscedssednscnoeneeses 306 
PR MRU eR eas cs nsecscodeissessctnonvistenscs 297 
AMR aOR. Sir Ssoes sce casscewecectes vctteteezs 299 
SIN es ch Lets cdaastacnsetavsaes 314 
(O) oineccc eee 308 
Tl octet eee eee 329 
Sc Ie ee so eccecactesoen 449 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-6. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by Type of racoul 


Total Households 


Type of Income 
Total@ Percent 





BeAarned INCOME: sic.cs.s eos cee 


Wagesiand Salaries) oivcccvccscs-cccssocssves veceevsocesestees 
Self-Employment ttccscscscstceccecersacseevecereerencceees 
Other Earned Income weecccsececeeecesnerrceeresreescteoee 


Unearned Income 25 -cccc.crrescesssssscetctastscscteccsacastt 


Aid to Families with Dependent Children 
General Assistance secre oreo eeceecsentenee teen 
AID GrOriGrAvInCOme eeteeerssetre ee eer eee 
Supplemental Security Income ...............:.00. 
Social Security iic-ccseecse here es ceeesstend ssaseoeesestes ds 
Unemployment Income yerereccccoerceeseeseres ect eese=e= 
Veterans” Benefits: fax. cree tearcctecr eee ee 
Workers Compensation ire: cvcc-smveterccesseserer-s- 
Other,Government BENenitS crceecesentesteseeeeserree 
Household Contributions .................::c:ceeseeeeees 
Household! Deemed Income mirerccweieeeeeeeerre-= 
Educational! oans cc sesecsc ete trees 
Child Support Enforcement Payments .............. 
OtheriUincarmediincomemencsssseer eee tee 


No Income 


Households With: 


Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Number Percent Number Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 





100.0 





4 The sum of individual income sources does not add to the total because households can receive income from more than one source. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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| 








Table A-7. Average Income, Total Deduction, Food Stamp Benefit, and Household Size of Participating Households by Type of Income 


Total Households 








Average Monthly Values 






















































Type of Income Gross Net Income Total Food Stamp | Household 
Total Percent Income Income Source Deduction Benefit Size 
(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) 


RUC MEPRERRINCONND © sii can ta. cucst sce ecsoseiscseeseescssaencoceseseos¥s 
BRE MAMA SALATICS | 2.0.25 cesses scocecsteseucesniscsosstieee : 3.4 
BMRB EN CHYIDVOT NC ccccx coos 008 seccatscectapncersnuensteseesecs : 3.1 
BUETAESAINCOINCOMNC 1.c-ccssccssessescavsvessesecsessaeess ; 23 


PRPMETIOCEATICOMC 2. 55-5.000ssessciisencsseosceseoeresesivsense : 2.6 


Aid to Families with Dependent Children 3.3 
BTETIGEALASSISCANCE: ccc..cocosesecsoseacostesveeserssesseesoss : 1.4 
PRE ROL GA INCOME ...40<cccc..0sesosecesssesesciveseossees ; : 3.0 
Supplemental Security Income ................::000- : i 1.9 
Bree mS LILY Peace cvcy cecenascuen esttecavsneceabcasveswes ‘ le 
BEMETIDIOVINCDE INCOME ..s2.:.0:1ccescecscsacessescosserones : 32 
DURE” | EYONYaTUISS SS Ie eee ee ee : 1.6 
MMOMRErS COMPENSALION ..2.:..2:.5..cescoocenencosrescores : 353 
Other Government Benefits .......................:006 . 2.7 
BIGHISCHOIG CONMIDULIONS ¢....sc0cccssesescovsessoeseenese : 3.0 
Household Deemed Income .......:....:.:.05..-+-.020++- ‘ 21 
Bee TEN UAL OANS fe .ctctec ais cacieteiasscheevseasctisiesaeasess : Sal 
Child Support Enforcement Payments .............. . 3.4 
BEEP NCAMIEG INCOME 2..c.cccccsveeccessosceccccetesssos ‘ 3.0 


oon UTLCUSTYS noche eee 


4 The sum of individual income sources does not add to the total because households can receive income from more than one source. 


b Average value of specified source over households with income from source. 
~ Not applicable. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-8. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by Earned 
and Unearned Income Amounts 


Total Households Households With: 
Household Characteristic Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 


Number Percent 
(000) Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 
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Table A-8. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Elderly or Disabled Persons by Earned 
and Unearned Income Amounts — Continued 


Total Households Households With: 
ole Children Elderly Elderly or Disabled 
Household Characteristic Nomiber Percent 
(000) 


Number Percent Number Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 


Social Security 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-9. Distribution of Participating Households by Type of Deduction and Household Composition, Income Source, 
and Food Stamp Benefit Amount 


Total Households Type of Deduction 
Dependent Care Excess Shelter Medical 
Percent 


Percent Percent 
Number | Percent | Number | Percent nite) Number an Number | Percent 
(000) (000) ae (000) ne (000) 


Household Characteristic 
Number 
(000) 





Total 2 cccosc cs ecccnarteaiss 35 
Household Composition 
(Childrenitemeeetsteccee 0.5 
SchoolvA ger aeeccarenrtescre 0.7 
Preschool Age ............- 0.2 
Nov@hildrenl eee rece 7.8 
Elderly Persons ............. 16.9 
No Elderly Persons ........ 0.9 
Disabled Persons ........... 5:5 
No Disabled Persons ..... 3.0 
Income Source 
Grossi Incomes 3.8 
No Gross Income .......... 0.0 
Neti Incomes: 43 
No Net Income .............. 1h 
Earned Income .............. 0.6 
No Earned Income ........ 4.3 
Uneamed Income .......... 4.0 
No Unearmed Income .... 0.0 
ARDG Income ree 0.3 
No AFDC Income ......... 5.5 
GASIncomen ee eee 0.3 
No GA Income .............. 3.7 
AFDC or GA Income .... 0.3 
No AFDC or GA 
Incomes ee eee 6.1 
SSIipeere ean. 3.6 
INO'SS ieee tee 3.4 
Social Security 
INCOME cee cca see es 
No Social Secunty 
Income a raeeeerarar 0.3 
Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit .......... 19.4 
Maximum Benefit ......... 1.1 


4 Percent of households with deduction that receive the maximum. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-10. Average Values of Deductions of Participating Households by Household Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp 
Benefit Amount 


Average Amount of Deduction 
(Dollars) 


Dependent Care Excess Shelter Medical 


All With All With All With All With 
Households | Deduction | Households | Deduction | Households | Deduction | Households | Deduction 


LOT ee 10,883 103 


Household Characteristic 





CUTE TTD oot ee eee ee 86 
BICHOOW AR Citrrercscsececasns-reaeetsn 80 
PTCSCHOOMA PC! ...c-ccnensceneres- : 88 

INOMENMNGTEN crescsccrsscscseezes-+-5-- : 105 

ISICEMY PEFSONS o.oce.icncce--roeseer 100 

No Elderly Persons ............... 1 116 


Disabled Persons .........-2....1.. 113 
No Disabled Persons ............ 99 


Income Source 


RSTOSSIINCOME?. .2s<.eccsssneeesvecssee 103 
No Gross Income .................. 6 
BSUELTICONTIC bees cs cos secccte<scsesaress 87 
INGEINGE INCOME: «..:......0..205:-5-- 289 
Earned Income ................0s5+- 226 
No Eamed Income ................ 98 
Unearned Income ................. 103 
No Unearmed Income ............ 354 
PRES UMCINCOMEC. \caxccscnecse-coeeess 98 
No AFDC Income ................. 40 104 
BATATI GOING fre ckcoacscoceestesscteesses 82 
BO GACINGOME: <asessess.-ceecceses 103 
AFDC or GA Income ........... 94 
No AFDC or GA Income 104 
A nce 103 
VS )) IGA ce) SO Sean Sener 104 
Social Security Income ......... 100 
NoSocial Security ................ 147 
Food Stamp Benefit 

Minimum Benefit ................. 62 

288 


Maximum Benefit ................ 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-11. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Household Characteristics and Amount of Deduction 


Total Households Households With: 


a, Children Elderly Disabled Eamed Income \FDC or GA 
Household Characteristic Income 
Number | Percent 


(000) 


Number | Percent |] Number} Percent | Number Number |} Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 









Total Deduction 
ST 1S=133 cceceereeecee 


INOMNE Macasspexsvavenescaeererntesey 


NONG He ree 
Less Than Cap 
Equal|to\Gapicneen nee 

Benefit < Max 


~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


Table A-12. Average Total Deduction for Participating Households by Amount of Gross Income and Household Size 


Average Total Deduction by Household Size 


(Dollars) all 


Gross Income Households 


Hab ae ean |e ake ee || Pe 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-13. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Household Characteristics and Food Stamp Benefit 
Amount, Food a Benefit as a Percentage of the Maximum Benefit, and Certification Period 


















Total Households | cess Households With: 


Peta Elderly Disabled Earned Income AFDC Income 
Number | Percent 


Household Characteristic 






$10 onless# a. cemeena: 0.3 
A ae ory eer reese 0.4 
205 Oe eaten | 
She) Seen eee 2.1 
TOL OO ecseeee csseeneees 2.8 
OMS ISO Ferree 10.6 
ey) W210 OF i orceraccomoncrccer 18.4 
2 Oke 3 OO Meereeeec oes 38.0 
S0OnmMore ne =e 26.3 

Benefit as a Percentage 

of the Maximum 
VENI) pee ceseececee tees 0.3 
<5 Tod Mens cne re Renee: pI 
ron Ons Aarrctcy abet ae 11.1 
5 ine) Sete a, 27.8 
TAO ee ae arose Freese s 42.7 
I ESTING eracceanasseearroccecs 15.5 


Months in Certification 
Period 





4 Does not include households with the minimum benefit. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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‘Table A-14. Distribution of Participating Households by Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline and Food Stamp Benefit as a 
Percentage of the Maximum 


Total Households Benefit as a Percentage of the Maximum Benefit 
ead Number 


Poverty Guideline Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number} Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 


All Households 
ciel) a 


Children 
SOLA eects secvaccseoee 


0S 


Elderly 
PROTA ce ccccesescensoss 


Disabled 


Households With 
Earned Income 
BOTA ete ce sccess 


Households With 
AFDC Income 





4 Does not include households with the minimum benefit. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-15. Average Food Stamp Benefit of Participating Households by Amount of Gross Income and Household 













Size 
Average Food Stamp Benefit by Household Size 
(Dollars) All 
Gross Income Households 
(Dollars) 


1] ipea | eos hs rant a 


Average Food Stamp Benefit Per 


Household! 2iviccsstevessseerst-ceeatees 172 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Contro] sample. 


68 


Table A-16. Distribution of Participating Households by Type of Most Recent Action and Expedited 
Service 

















Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) 


Anitiali Certifications aeewsceeessscsasecesssszes : : 24.1 


Other Households 
Most Recent Action and Expedited 


Service 





EXPeciteGp Service mee ercacesrererssas 5 : 2.8 
No Expedited Service MLS 
Recertitication  crceccsctesseoseec-sesrenscreseres i : f 75.9 
Expedited) SErvice teres: censecrecersececreace : 1.4 
No Expedited Service : : 74.4 


— By definition these are mutually exclusive categories; therefore, no households will be found in these categories. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-17. Distribution of Participating Households, Persons, and Benefits by Household Composition 












Participants in Households Monthly Food Stamp 



































Food Stamp Households With Household 
Characteristic Berets 
Household Composition - 
Number Percent Number Percent Dollars Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 

Total? 22. cetcccceaerence ca l : K 1,870,039 100.0 
Children,s. .ceieccccser ee eines 5 ; 2 1,509,895 80.7 
Single-Adult Household .................. x ! i 1,024,425 54.8 
Multiple-Adult Household : 432,198 23:1 
Other aces scapes eso caeerencanionets : ; 49,341 2.6 
Unknownie. eee ce eee etree: } : 3:93) 0.2 
Elderly (.c.2.0ccstecreaeteesace etree: : ; : 117,726 6.3 
Livin gvA ONG sieea een cnet eee ; , ; : 65,341 3.5 
NotiLivingzA lonegeee eeeeeee : ; 52,386 2.8 
Disabled 2.3 ee : : i : 215,755 11.5 
Living Alone geeeeeeeateeee eee { : { : 55,398 3.0 
Not iving Alone teste coer: ; 2 : 160,357 8.6 
Other Households? 20.0... : : 199,887 10.7 
Single-Person Household ................ : t : : 165,192 8.8 
Multi-Person Household ................. ; E 34,695 1.9 






4 The sum of individual categories does not match the table total because a household can have more than one of the 
charactenstics in the table. 


> Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-18. Average Gross and Net Income, Total Deduction, Countable Resources, Food Stamp Benefit, Household Size, and Certification 
Period of Participating Households by Household Composition 









Total Households Average Monthly Values 







































Household Composition Total Countable Household Certification 
Gross Income | Net Income Deduction Resources Size Period 
Number | Percent 
4 (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) (Months) 


(000) 


Loe 10,883 































RETRO orc eu cnesceceesesenese 6,492 9.0 
Single-Adult Household ....... 4,531 91 
Multiple-Adult Household ...} 1,616 8.5 
PST eee 331 10.1 
Od 13 9.6 

REM Vase eof cveccssnusaseccensesoees 1,741 12.5 
TTR N lh) 1321 12.9 
Not Living Alone ................. 420 11.0 

TDG) 2,052 12 
MALONE Wiesceccscccteceasesees. 1,066 12.7 
Not Living Alone ................. 986 9.6 

Other Households? ............... 22 8.3 
Single-Person Household .....} 1,529 8.3 










Multi-Person Household ...... 193 





® Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-19. Distribution of Participating Households by Income Type and Household Composition 






feet | 
feet | 


Eanes Income Rees AFDC Income GA Income Social Security 
Income Toran 
Number} Percent 





Income Type 
















Household 
Composition 



















Children .................. 
Single-Adult 
Household .......... 
Multiple-Adult 
Household .......... 


Elderly 2 e--oees 
Living Alone .......... 
Not Living Alone ... 


Disabled ........... vse 
Living Alone .......... 
Not Living Alone ... 


Other Households? 
Single-Person ......... 
Multi-Person .......... 






4 The sum of individual categories does not match the table total because a household can have more than one of the characteristics in the table. 


> Households not containing children, elderly persons, or disabled persons. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-20. Distribution of Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, and Disabled Persons by Selected 


Characteristics 
Total Households Household With: 
: School Age Preschool Age ‘ 
Household Characteristic ples Children Children Sith Disabled 
Number | Percent 
MEO), Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 


Household Composition 


HOPI ATON Pees scescsctucecessuscbevsessers 
‘SXel rele) 7 Ne eee oe ee 
PreschoolvA geti..-.s.c.1.ceeo0 


BIGErY: Persons! .....s-ss.<c0ss-25003 
PISADIGGIPETSONS: .,..<0:s-s00-05e2- 


Income Source and 
Countable Resources 


NGOSSUINI CONC ooo. cccevecccaseceosen 
No Gross Income .............+++.. 


Re UMN COMMON ccnnerede soczceceseense 
INOUNGE INCOME! ii..<...s0ccceecesess 


ATMEGANCOME vaccescecessosicessss 
Unearned Income ................. 
PAE EMIT COM Cleals<secnsceavecvsvecs 


Social Security Income ......... 
Countable Resources ............ 


Deductions 


Mota DCUCTION | c..0..00-c.0ceser- 
Eamed Income Deduction .... 
Dependent Deduction ........... 
Excess Shelter Deduction 
Medical Deduction ............... 


Food Stamp Benefit 
SNUG) 10)6 BE ISSF cae ee 


Minimum Benefit ................. 
Maximum Benefit ................ 


Household Size 





~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-21. Average Values of Selected Characteristics for Participating Households With Children, Elderly Persons, 
and Disabled Persons 


Average Monthly Values for Households With: 
Household Charactenistic 
: School Age | Preschool Age : 
Children Children Children Elderly Disabled 


Income and Countable Resources 


Gross) INCOME eee eee eee 655 
NetiIncomeseiicc er serrate ricer 392 
Earned Income jssrsmcccesmetescenrieereeeee 36 
Unearned Income weesccrrste ences 619 
AFDG Incomes. neterascee nee 70 
GAjINcOMe Reser a eee eee 6 
SS ieee ae eee 333 


Social Security Income irrsaeseercetescetees 186 
Countable) Resourcestvr.srcersssateree cesses 86 


Income as a Percentage of Poverty 
Guildeline 


GTOSSIINCOMC ee ere eerie tanec ere 78.4 
Net: Incomeve oe steeeeerereee 43.4 
Deductions 
TotalyDeductionwes-sceeerteee eee 271 
Earned Income Deduction .................0.... i) 
Over Households With Deduction 93 
Dependent’ Deduction vessseaeeer eee ] 
Over Households With Deduction 161 
Excessishelten Deductionmcs sass 123 
Over Households With Deduction 188 
Medical Deductions ieee 6 
Over Households With Deduction 113 
Food Stamp Benefit ...................-...cessversezess 105 
Household Size ¥ssc:. settee ee , } : j : 252) 
Certification Period .0..........0..cccccccccceseeeeeee 1p 22 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-22. Distribution of Participating Households With Earned Income and Unearned Income by Selected 


Characteristics 


Total Households 


Household Characteristic |) ber! Percent 
(000) 


PIER esta. eons cssestsccscvosssseconoenees 10,883 


RONVILCE CM eee cesvcccsucassepsce-neenstes 
ICHOOIA 26 cnci,sscvsentsecveveseoees 
Breschooll A 26 ie. oscrccks-s---0-0- 


Elderly Persons ..................... 
Disabled Persons .................. 


Income Source and 
Countable Resources 


RGTOSS INCOME occ: cccssdecesckeesss 
IN@IGSTOSS INCOME sssi;..2000000c0s- 


MM TUATA CONTIG costes eiiecsnv oxen coewecks 
ING INGE INCOME: ....2:c:.sseseveeeses 


Eeamed Income «..........:.50:...--. 
Unearned Income ................. 
PES INCOME) sccreseecesescsceess 3 
RAPA INICOMNG ss <oissenteiacsaczecesseness 
BSS URICO MC i eusesto ves csecectvsestovess 
Social Secunty Income ......... 
Countable Resources ............ 


Deductions 
BIOLA) CCUCTION! 2, ...c.cctszecessss. 
Earned Income Deduction .... 
Dependent Deduction ........... 
Excess Shelter Deduction 
Medical Deduction ............... 


Food Stamp Benefit 
BRTOUOGLZESS meee ey Se ecce css ascreccee 


Minimum Benefit ................. 
Maximum Benefit ................ 


Household Size 


~ No sample households in this category. 


Income Type 


Unearned AFDC or GA 


Earned Income AFDC Income GA Income 


Number 





Income Income 


Percent | Number | Percent | Number] Percent | Number] Percent | Number] Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) 


(000) 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-23. Average Values of Selected Characteristics for Participating Households With Earned and Unearned 
Income 


Average Monthly Values for Households With: 


Household Characteristic E 
Total ce up ed AFDC Income} GA Income = orGA 
Income Income Income 


Income and Countable Resources 


Gross Income eras stn ae ene 496 
Net. Incomeac cs se an ees 248 
IBAarme ds NCOM Caress ts eee 51 
Wneamedi Incomes tee 446 
AEDG Incomes eee eee 321 
GAVINCOMe fee Oe ee eee 38 
NG reer ee oie eee Mie sets ony te 54 
Social Security Income ................0.c.0000- 17 
Gountable Resources sane 38 
Income as a Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 
Gross Incomes: eee ee 48.3 
Net Incomes s ee ee 227A) 
Deductions 
otal! Ded uctiontes see ane 265 
Earned Income Deduction ...................... 10 
Over Households With Deduction 93 
Dependent Deduction eae 4 
Over Households With Deduction 15] 
Excess Shelter Deduction ...................... 116 
Over Households With Deduction 161 
Medical Deduction ...0.0:5:0.....22.6---.00-.:. 0 
Over Households With Deduction 94 
Food Stamp Benefit ..00.000..0..... ccc cccccccccecceees 220 
Household'Sizey.-e ee : : ; 4 : 3.0 
Certification Period ................................ 9.8 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-24. Distribution of Participating Households With Selected Household Characteristics by the Race and 
Citizenship of the Household Head and the Presence of a Household Member With Selected Employment Characteristics 


Total Households 


Number | Percent 
(000) 


Bees asskaiscsteicdecservesess 10,883 








Households With: 









Children Elderly Disabled Earned Income ule 
Income 


Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 






Characteristic 














Percent 


OCS. 


LASTLY coh ES Feces 
NEILCTIOWT ee cusevetectesasvncss 


Citizenship of 
Household Head 
MEE MCILIZEN cc.<20cb.c~-0se0s: 
Permanent 
Resident Alien ............. 
ther Alien: ..:....cccssassice- 
RU HO WI eects sts cack es 


Households With 
Migrant Worker ............. 
Military Employee ........ 





~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-25. Distribution of Participating Households and Persons by Household Composition 


ee Participants in Households With 
Rardcipating Houscholds Household Characteristic 
Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) 










Household Composition 




















aa sepeacoseri sees ti cetsaesesobrreeccvoRin ei Ree 10,883 100.0 

Single Adult Without Children .................... ; 13.9 
Female Head) 2. teen eee ee ee ; y 8.2 
Male:Head2 see snes eet eee ee : : ; 5.6 
Unknown 22222 ...sc nastier ee 0.0 
Multiple Adults Without Children ............... 49 
Female Head, No Spouse .............c.sseee0e00+- 1.4 
Male Head, No Spouse ...............cececeseeeee: 0.3 
Female Head, Spouse Present ................... 1.3 
Male Head, Spouse Present ..................000+. 1.9 
Unknown seen a otonccn ee eee 0.0 
Single Adult With Children .............0...00...... 51.4 
Female! Head fsn. eee ee 48.7 
Male: Headite ees nee ees ee ae 
Unknown ee eee ee ae 0.6 
Multiple Adults With Children .................... 2te2 
Female Head, No Spouse .............ccccc0ess00- 6.6 
Male Head, No Spouse ...0.......c.cccccscecseseses 0.4 
Female Head, Spouse Present ................... 13.6 
Male Head, Spouse Present ............0...00000-. 6.5 
Unknown 24.2005 ee ee 0.1 
ChildrenOnlyeee ne ee ee 2.2 


Unknown 






Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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| Table A-26. Distribution of Participating Households by Household Size, Number of Elderly Persons, Disabled Persons, 
_ Children, Preschool Age Children, and School Age Children 










Total 
Households 


Household Size 












Household Characterictic 


Number of School Age 
Children 
ROMO cs cvasasikeceacuesees 8 
NR a cncseSecesesysvicssensse 23 
MP Ceo cons cncoeavenctess 72 
SPEED eros acs vunisascescstcosssees 124 
4) ogee 163 
REE ere is icacssccasdsstnsseeese 121 


Number of Preschool Age 
Children 


r By definition these are mutually exclusive categories, therefore, no households will be found in these categories. 
~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-27. Distribution of Participants by Sex, Age, and Race 

Total Participants Female Participants Male Participants 

Number | Percent? | Number | Percent? | Number 
(000) (000) 
















Participant Characteristic 





Percent@ 









Elderly (60 or More) ..............0-.- 
UnknownlAcenen see 


Race 





® Percent of all participants. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-28. Distribution of Participants by Thrifty Food Plan Sex-Age Groups and Household Size 











Household Size 


Ze) Cans rewreereseresree nes 


DUA VCALS fee ete cece ee i : 4 
Unknown Age 0 
IVE sa OG eect esse enc vaeetcstey ca cevaceeeee 340 
Ores 2 VEANS Wrens cceecetesteesteues 32 
Sis VCATS Rees Rete resco esteseess 53 
Oi=6 VEALS eek ws tee 59 
Bree NCATSitepeccsncesecssctuons ces 49 
ran LAR VEAIS ereerascretsecteccestts 47 
eal QuV CArsiereeacseeeta 42 
2 l= SON Garsinerce nese nee : ‘ 56 
SAV EAYS mere seen. crest oe enters 3 


Unknown Age 






~ No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-29. Distribution of Household Heads, All Participants, and Nonelderly Adult Participants by Work Registration 
Status and Employment Status 











Household Heads All Participants Nonelderly Adult Participants 
Number Percent Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) (000) 








EmploymenvWork Registration Status 







Percent 




























Work Registration Status 
Required to Register for Work ..........:cccccsseeeeeee: : ‘ 3235 
Receiving cli Service sienna cn terete ; : 6.4 
With(AFDC =. Bee cra acetic ‘ : 3.6 
Without AFDGr no s.-..tmecin teen erect : : 2.8 
Not Receiving Bacon) Services smacisenee enn : : i 26.2 
ESPAW ork Registrants\-semececes eee ; ; 5 ; 16.0 
AEEXSW orkiRepistrantsimenc seer ee : : 10.1 
Exempt From Work Registration ................c00000-. : : , 66.0 
Wnderor Oven RequirediA com tne F : : 0.7 
Disabled ccsct.cenceccsce cs hittin Wire : : : : 19.2 
PIeSnant idk cts ac eee ee } } 1.0 
Complying With Work for Another Program i ‘ 22 
Caretaker kc. mtennn cate cei ee : Q ; : : 21.9 
Recipientiof Ul Raeeercs.se7 meee ‘ i 1.4 
In Drug and Alcohol Treatment .................000000+- ; : 0.5 
Employed: Eiillediitnic ssc een ‘ : : : 129 
Student, So etc n en rcs ae ety eee ee y : 2.2 
Program Not Offered seen ee ae eee ! t 0.9 
Other Beira eaten hae : : 321 
VOUNLCErS evetacoetere cei oo ete 0.7 
Unk n OW een erect eee eee oe 0.8 


Employment Status 


1 hp n}o) Coal UNV ET GINS scocncscnconceeemvcencrerercn ereseececosennen ; i ; 11.7 
Employed Partolime esis ane : : 4.4 


Migrantikarm) cabo nesses aerate een L : 0.0 
Pnmanily Self-Employed, Farming ..................... } ! 0.0 
Primarily Self-Employed, Nonfarming ; 5 
Active Duty Military Service ...........ecccceceeseecseesese x ! 0.0 
Unemployed) 2tte 2) tome seer ie ee a 





Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table A-30. Distribution of Participants by Age-Related 
Characteristics 





Age-Related Charactenstic 


Children ............. 
Preschool Age .... 
School Age ......... 


INonelderly Adults jac.cscscecrcnecstseere stent stitaeomecerss 


Single Parents . 
Disabled ........ 


Other pa. 


Multiple Adults 


MSI VATN OW MEIN sd CELL eennereercececee res cre-eeseeecteeceur ane 


Disabled ........ 


Otherine ce 


Nonparents ........ 


Single Adults .. 
Disabled ........ 


Othenieeeree- 


Multiple Adults 


MEAVIN GaW ALVES] GC TAV se nereereeteseeeeccreseasessescncnt= sar 


Disabled ........ 


Others 


Elderly Adults ... 


Unknown Age .... 





Participants 






Percent 
















Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX B 


DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS 
CONTAINING CHILDREN 


i 


Ca 


Ds saa 





Table B-1. Distribution of Participants by Age, Race, Gender, and Citizenship Status 


All Participants Nonelderly Adults Elderly All Children igor School Age Children 
Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 











Participant Characteristic 
Percent 












African-American ................... 
ORNS er 
OOO) oe 
MIANIVE AMMECTICAN .............000e0 
Unknown Race ............0:..csc008 


Citizenship Status 

feitizen, Born in U.S. ................ 
Naturalized Citizen .................. 
Permanent Resident Alien ........ 
MMMEPPUIES) oo. ci ctccvcascaveccsaseoees 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-2. Distribution of Participants by Age, Household Composition, and Household Size 






















hae : Preschool Age School Age 
All Participants4 Adults Children Infants Children Children 


Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number Number Number | Percent | Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 





Household Characteristic 
Percent 









































Total 5 2a02.tcpeacc esteem ances: 
Households Composition 
Households With Children ............ 100.0 
SinglevAdult. 3 ccecsecocsessemee paces 66.4 
Female Head fencnsncremeccece 62.6 
MalesHead =. ce eee 3.1 
Wnknow ni oee.. sreete eee 0.7 
MoultiplevAdultsijamernt-- here 30.3 
Female Head, No Spouse ......... 5.0 7.4 
Male Head, No Spouse ............. 0.3 0.4 
Female Head, Spouse Present ... 14.0 14.8 
Male Head, Spouse Present ...... 5.4 716 
Wnknowniere. eee ee 0.0 0.1 
ChildreniOnly ernest 6.3 3.2 
Households With No Children ...... * * * * * * = * 
Single Adult: 2e.-cnewe eee * = * * * * * * 
emalesHead peancssae camer * * * * * * * * 
MalejHead ern rc cee * * * * * * * * 
Unknow niijeante eee eee * * * * * * * * 
MultiplesAdultsce cree eee * * * * * . * * 
Female Head, No Spouse ......... o * * * * * * * 
Male Head, No Spouse ............. * * * * * * * * 
Female Head, Spouse Present ... * * * * * * * * 
Male Head, Spouse Present ...... * * * * * * * * 
Unknown eee eee ee * * * * = * * * 
Unknown 23 cases onsen rnee 23 0.2 0.2 12 0.2 12 0.1 














By definition, these categories are mutually exclusive; therefore, no households will be found in these categones. 
® Number of participants in households with given household charactenstic. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-3. Average Gross and Net Income, Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline, Countable 
Resources, and Household Size of Participating Households by Age of Children 


Total Households 





Average Monthly Values 














Gross Income 
asa Net Income as 
Percentage of | a Percentage 
Poverty of Poverty Countable 
Guideline Guideline Resources 
(Percent) (Percent) (Dollars) 





Household Characteristic 




















Household 
Size 
(Persons) 







Net Income 
(Dollars) 


Gross Income 
(Dollars) 


Percent 









PN CHRC MEL GLON ices ctosacscect asses couse 










Oren sees sas kee nsec destecases f ‘ 3.4 

AEG US, See oe eee : } ‘ 3.5 
Preschool Age Children 
School Age Children ............ 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-4. Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children and by Amount of Gross and Net Income, 
Countable Resources, and Gross and Net Income as a Percentage of Poverty Guideline 


Household Characteristic Naribeniibercent 
(000) 


1001215500) eesnreccsscecs 


M7 S1=2, 0007 rencrcereeee 


Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 


No Gross Income .......... 
25 oe ee eae 


Net Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline 


Total Households | eres 





Households With: 


: Preschool Age School Age 
a 
No | xocniien | Children Infants Children? Children@ 


® These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. Since infants are preschool 
age, all households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-5. Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children and Type of Income 


Total aac: Households With: 


| xocniten | Children Children eee |e ee 
Number | Percent eae sae 
000)2 












Type of Income 


























ohn te ees 10,883 100.0 
Earned Income .............. 2,329 31.1 
Wages and Salaries ....... 2,128 29.0 
Self-Employment .......... 1.7 
Other Earned Income ..... 0.7 
Unearned Income .......... 92.1 
Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children .. 61.7 
General Assistance ........ 1.4 
AFDC or GA Income .... 62.6 
Supplemental Security 
MMCOME Pes ieecctecctccoteeses 13eD 
Social Security .............. 8.7 
Unemployment Income 2.6 
Veterans’ Benefits ......... 0.4 
Workers’ Compensation 0.5 
Other Government 
IBENENIS, ccc ccessescssaceces 1.1 
Household 
Contributions ............. 5.6 
Household Deemed 
AN GOMNE erevee-tasccaceens<ceas 0.0 
Educational Loans ......... 0.2 
Child Support 
Enforcement 
Payments) os -ccssccossses: 9.8 
Other Unearned Income 17.0 


No Income ....................... 


4 The sum of individual income sources does not add to the total because households can receive income from more than one source. 


b These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. Since infants are preschool 
age, all households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-6. Average Income of == Households by Age of Children and by Type of Income* 







Total | Total Households | Households With: 


pes b 





Preschool] School 
Age Age 
Children | Children 


Type of Income 


























Earned Income #2... .c:ccsvtesssscccsesesntessnsecseee? 776 
W agesiand) Salaries! rsercuianccccscesaserescysseetese 797 
Self-Employment ivv..ccs:escsacvesecescsonesecseaccs 390 
Other/Eamed!Incomeseaeee reer 490 

Unearned Income .................:cccccccsceeeeeseeees 448 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children 401 
Generals Assistance csrscre teeceecresastecerceet ce 369 
AEDG or GA Incomemenn csc eeee rete 516 
Supplemental Security Income .................. 456 
Social Security ext cavcoceusprcec trates 459 
UnemploymentiIncome meses. vsstemeeareees 546 
Veterans, BenefitSim.. eter e 284 
Workers’ Compensation ............:ccecceceeeeeee 571 
Other Government Benefits ....................... 204 
Household Contributions .............00...::00002 232 
Household Deemed Income ....................0+ 285 
Educational 2oanssene: teeter eee 252 
Child Support Enforcement Payments ....... 133 
Other WnearmediIncome mess eeeeee 74 






No Incomes ute can ee eee 


@ Average values of income source over households with income source 


> These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. 
Since infants are preschool age, all households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-7. Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children and Amount of Deduction 


Total Households Households With: 
No Children Child Infants? ees eo ene 
Bape >) Dediiction Number | Percent F recwsee | cutest | lace Say 
(000) 
Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number | Percent | Number } Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 






=O OM O OO: 


Beessi nan! Cap ieeveerssccs. ss 
Equalito Capieeerrccsves.t: 
Benefit < Max ............. 
Benefit =) Maxaeeccscee 
Greater Than Cap 


4 These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. Since infants are preschool 
age, all households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


— No sample households in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-8. Average Values of Deductions of Participating Households by Age of Children 







Average Amount of Deduction 
(Dollars) 


Dependent Care Excess Shelter 



































Household Characteristic 
Asa 
eh es All With With With | Percentage} _Alll 
Households | Deduction | Households | Deduction | Households | Deduction of Cap? | Households 
(Percent) 





Preschool Age Children 
School Age Children ..... 






4 Over households with excess shelter expense deduction. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-9. Distribution of Participating Households by Age of Children, Food Stamp Benefit Amount, Food Stamp 
Benefit as a Percentage of the Maximum Benefit, and Certification Period 


Total Households Households With: 
i ; Preschool Age School Age 
Number | Percent | recat | Children Children 
Sou) Number | Percent | Number] Percent | Number Number | Percent |} Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 
















Household Characteristic 


Percent 






PP Resee ates chcsccscecsescicess 10,883 


NS 2B 


Benefit as a Percentage 
of the Maximum 


4 Does not include households with the minimum benefit. 


b These categories are not mutually exclusive, as a household may contain preschool age and school age children. Since infants are preschool 
age, all households with infants are also households with preschool age children. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-10. Effect of Food Stamp Benefits on the Poverty Status of Food Stamp Households by 
Household Composition 













Distribution of Households in 
Relation to Poverty Guideline 


Gross Income as a 
Percentage of Poverty 
Guideline? 


Based on Cash 
and Food Stamps 







Change in 
Percentage Points 






Cash Only 


All Households 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-11. Distribution of Participants by Age and by State 


Participants: 


State Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 





SLOGANS eee escteccsseccecc ens 51.5 
FAVAD AMA: feceecusceetscse, 51.8 
PALOSKA A cevestucesssencéucs 52.9 
PATEZOMNA odese0s--csecsetses ; 55.8 
PATKANSAS iscsi eescsseivnces } ? 49.1 
CalifOmiarecc-ccccse-ts ; \ : ; ck 62.3 
olorado ..2-..----+.-: l } 51.0 
Connecticut ©.....::..... : : 53.9 
SIA WATE pices st-c---022 t : 54.3 
Dist, Of Col Mare...) ! : 53.3 
FI OTIUA Wr teat tavessoccsscze r i h 50.5 
ASCOML 1a aot acces cee ne se 52.0 
RSURATI) ere tavecctavrcotcassvss b t 59.8 
IAWAMT cesterette: scacsscec: 47.1 
NANO Weare ee ec saceesd 52.0 
MTLITIONS eractv ete seveces seesss: 51.4 
JETTY Ee nasa eee 47.2 
HOW ics ssatives tess easevsstss 50.1 
BNONSAS receesek sinc. savccies: f ; 51.7 
Ientucky eessecrsssese:-- : : 46.0 
ILGTIS ENTE see ! 4 53.1 
IMIRINIC Became eh tress soe. =: y é 41.3 
Maryland ...............-.. ! é $0.2 
Massachusetts .......... } : 53.9 
Michigan @.2---...2.:-. i. J : 49.8 
Minnesota «.:....:.....-.-- ! i eH les 
Mississippi ............-.. ! : Die 
MVIISSOUM earetitesersse-ce <3 ! ! 49.4 
Montana: tre. ts-2.-552----- ! : 49.1 
BNEBIASKA Wacery se ssca ss : , 50.7 
ING Vad at recto. csacesc : : 51.4 
New Hampshire 48.1 
IWewi Jersey i2r-.c.r--+---= f ; 51.0 
EME WiaVICX ICO lnrsescisecs- : ; $2.3 
INGO WiY OL K Metre caresses. ; \ ; ; 44.5 
North Carolina 49.0 
North Dakota ............ 46.7 
O) S10) eee tne er ecce oeer ee 49.2 
Oklahomialerveescccsscee- } ; 48.5 
(OTE DON eee eee: ; : 46.9 
Pennsylvania ............ ; ; 45.7 
Rhode Island ............ Shs) 
South Carolina : 52.8 
South Dakota ............ : : 54.0 
Tennessee ................. : ; 47.1 
TSE oe ee i : SEE, 
Wal pe sce crete teste: L 53.0 
Wermont eee: ji 46.4 
Virgin Islands ........... f I 59.2 
Mirginias ere oe. 49.3 
Washington ............-. : 50.1 
West Virginia ........... 40.9 
Wasconsinimeet cts. 56.6 
Wyoming ...............-+- 53.1 


4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categones may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table B-12. Distribution of Participating Households by Household Composition and by State 


Households With: 


Total Households No Children Children 
State Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 


‘Total. Sesee ee 59.7 
Alabamalpesses $9.9 
Alaska ire scsncrce 69.8 
ATIZON Arete e teres ; 69.0 
ArkansSaSizerc meee K : nishs) 
@aliformage nt 80.3 
Colorado ...........-0+---- 59.8 
Gonnecticitee ee 61.7 
Delawareweee.c ! : 63.8 
Dist/ofiColacs.-e ! i 58.4 
Bloridamerceae er b : 56.6 
GeOlrgiaene eee i 39.9 
Guam sheen eee f ; 67.5 
Hawaili@eeen cee 48.9 
Idaho pene 64.0 
Wlinots a-eeeeeeeeeee. 54.7 
Indian aera cee eee 58.8 
Jowais a 60.4 
Kansas feces oe L 59.0 
Kentuckyineane eee ! i 59.8 
Eoutsiandes ! ‘ 62.6 
Maine Sire ete: h g 45.6 
Maryland |erccrsscs-0tes: f ; 60.9 
Massachusetts .......... ; 64.6 
Michigan .................. f : 5013) 
Minnesota sree ; . 56.5 
Mississippi ..............- \ E 59.4 
MISSOUnes erent i : 58.3 
Montana ee SES 
Nebraska pare 57.9 
Nevada yee 54.9 
New Hampshire : 56.1 
New ierseyine et y ‘ 58.6 
New Mexico ............. ! : 65.0 
New Yorke ! é | 45.2 
North Carolina 55.8 
North Dakota ............ 535 
Ohio... Bee ee S21 
Oklahoma ar 5 57.6 
Oregon's. eee f : 52.0 
Pennsylvania ............ Y E 49.5 
Rhode Island ............ i ? 63.9 
South Carolina 62.6 
South Dakota ............ 62.7 
ennessece ees ! ) $2.2 
WOXAS ctr eee ete : : 67.9 
Utahsigen eae ; 63.9 
IV Grrl Gace eee f : 56.4 
Virgin Islands ........... ‘ ‘ 67.5 
Virginia teen E : St 
Washington .............. l : 58.8 
West Virginia ........... y : 54.3 
Wisconsiniese.n ! : 65.6 
Wyoming tccrsccstss. 70.1 





@ Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX C 


DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLDS BY STATE 


Table C-1. Distribution of Participating Households by 
State 






Percent 





Kentuck Varese 
WeOuiSianal yreerreeescseeeee DES 














Maine Paes fe rcs 0.6 
Maryland) osssssscstreee 1.6 
Massachusetts .......... 1.6 
Michigant renee: 3.8 
Minnesotace sss. 2 
Mississippi ..............- De 


MiUSSOUPIIR ores teceseeee Den 


Montaniaeese tee 0.3 
Nebraska weseneeeee: 0.4 
Nevadawen ere 0.4 
New Hampshire 0.2 
New Jerseyirrecresceseete P22 
New, MEXICO) sce. -scssee 0.8 
INewasYOrkinennresc ose ; 9.4 
North Carolina 2.4 
North Dakota ............ 0.2 
OMNIO sea. centers 4.6 
OkJahomia seseeeeere 1.4 
Oregonyressisctcccss.s: h2 
Pennsylvania ............ 4.7 
Rhode Island ............ 0.4 
South Carolina 18} 
South Dakota ............ 0.2 
SCNINESSEC mareemtrens stare 2.6 
MUSE on caro ee 8.7 
Wtaly poems teresa 0.4 
Vermontieecncees oe 0.2 
Virgin Islands ........... 0.1 
Vil gINiaveerscascrsecssers Japd) 
Washington .............. Ne) 
West Virginia ........... 1.1 


WASCONSIN eetesecceeseeese 





4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match 
the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table C-2. Average Monthly Values of Selected Characteristics by State 


Average Monthly Values 


Gross Net Total Countable Household 
Income Income Deduction Resources Size 
ae (Dollars) | (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) 


Delaware vanes 
PION Gane tera 
Guam 


Idahovereee es 


INCNLUCK Var eeeeceereeere 
TeOuISIAN a se-cesenereteeeee 
Maine wn eee 
Maryland .................. 


MCh gan eeeeere sees 
Minnesotaiesne ee 
MISSISSIPPI meemtenreeseetes 
MiISSOUTM mene ree 
Montana eee. 


Nevadatey ace 
New Hampshire 
New Jerseys 
New Mexico ............. 


Oregon meee 
Pennsylvania ............ 
Rhode Island ............ 


exaSin ere 


Virgin Islands ........... 
Vil oinia prec ce 
Washington .............. 
West Virginia ........... 
WISCONSIN eee 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Certification 
Pernod 
(Months) 


Table C-3. Distribution of Participating Households by Poverty Status and by State 


Gross Income as a Percentage of the Poverty Guideline 


50% or Less 51% - 100% 101% or More 


State Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) 





CTE CS a 8.2 
PMIADAM dl ecssscvesssaveesss 69 
ENTERS HA, oa aha) 
PATUZOU Al eercecerexeeeoctsaees ; 8.9 
PATKANISAS sissicasvecnecesss- } } : 8.8 
KCANTOINIA s.cccsecesess.-s- ! i 6.2 
REQIOTACO ceo en-eceseaavee ss i 8.6 
Connecticut .............. : 16.1 
RMRAW AVC cstecacss-cenex- k ips : 45 
IDIStAOL COL varssexes, } 3.1 
OMIA neresresharvien-nesses i : ; 8.9 
ICON PU ee cee cecccenesesss ; 86 
MEANT eesti sevsspivcteasss: k ; 2 55 
RL AWW ALL fee rccsnssicasasciee 6.9 
NANO MR rc cx st aecscces.<ts0s 11.1 
iN ite Sie aeoeeeeeeeree 4.1 
MTcLiestl clpeatieetss esczee.zs-> 11.9 
(Ec er 13.0 
IC ATISASE cen onswccsssectseses i : f Dies 
CHIUCKY Wrcrecieccesesvsse ) ; ; al 
MSOUISIANA ccestess .cacssaces f : ‘ 6.3 
IMEC Yor s3s2e See y : : 2a 
Maryland cere cesconos--s. ! : ; Ss) 
Massachusetts .......... ' f : 10.1 
Michigan ..............0.. : : 7.6 
MMIINESOUAs. cscse-ss-s--e-- : : : 8.7 
Mississipp1 ............-+- y 5 : 8.7 
IVIISSONID] ieasesecoucrssssse0s i i : 10.0 
IVEOMUATIA\ ovcceesscesccesonss ; ‘ : 10.7 
INGDIASKA ccrse--ea0se-s0s2 : 14.6 
PN VACA Geo ckinescosssesusore : : : 8.6 
New Hampshire : 12.2 
NCW JETSCY cccencencscsens ( Q : 7.5 
New Mexico ............. K ; ; 6.3 
INGWEY-OFK «0c. sourecese= i : i : 7.9 
North Carolina 8.9 
North Dakota ............ 16.0 
MO eeecessaccss-cecocscses 8.2 
Oklahoma ................. : ; 8.0 
STS Soh eee i : ; 12.0 
Pennsylvania ............ i é 8.8 
Rhode Island ............ i j : 7.0 
South Carolina i : 8.4 
South Dakota ............ ! J : 14.4 
Tennessee ............-0.-- } } 9.9 
TST cate : 8.5 
UE ee 10.1 
NV GETONE csccsctesececssees i : d 13.4 
Virgin Islands ........... f : : 6.9 
RAT OMIM A cscs ecavst-crseses i 9.8 
Washington ............-. y é aD 
West Virginia ........... 8.3 
Wisconsin ..........0000+++ 14.3 
Wyoming .............00--: 10.1 


4 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 


105 


Table C-4. Distribution of Participating Households by Shelter-Related Characteristics and 


by State 


Households With Shelter Households at the Shelter 
Deduction Cap 
S Number Percent Number Percent 
tate (000) (000) 


TotalO. eae eee 7,246 
Alabamidusrss eee 134 
Alaska icresccvcscctesssot 7 
ATIZONa peer re rene, 115 
ArkanSas se eeeeee 64 
Califormiawe tees 863 
‘GColoradoveestseeee: 73 
(onnecticutmn.syeee al 
Delaware meena 14 
DistzOfiColwesree: 22 
Florida j:-o-..scoearese 447 
Georgians. soecerereees 217 
Guam) eee 3 
Hawallmeesntcetaees aT 
Idahoiwenenrne- eee 20 
inOisieee eee 295 
Indiana tee ee 101 
lOWa eee 47 
Kansasiee eee 52 
Kentucky eee eee 80 
ouiStanage se seen 150 
Maine: a erncsss eee. 50 
Maryland eeereeeet 121 
Massachusetts .......... 138 
Michizantec..+sst 305 
Minnesota ese 92 
Mississippiiess sere 97 
MisSOUri passes eee 150 
Montanaeecsneteee ees 19 
Nebraskaiet eee 28 
Nevada tcc:seuee 33 
New Hampshire ....... 15 
INEWderseyinn eee 174 
New Mexico ............. 41 
New Yorkin eee 858 
North Carolina ......... 148 
North Dakota ............ 1] 
Ohio 7areee ee: 315 
Oklahoma 101 
Oregonteencs coca. 86 
Pennsylvania ............ 398 
Rhode Island ............ 25 
South Carolina ......... 78 
South Dakota ............ 12 
HEDNESSCCM ere eee 156 
TeX as cers ee 496 
tals ee eee ee 27 
Vermontipe seer 19 
Virgin Islands ........... 3 
Virginia messctose 136 
Washington .............. 161 
West Virginia ........... 66 
WISCONSIN nee 74) 
WyOming peer: 8 


@ Over households with a shelter deduction. 
> Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Average 
Monthly 


Shelter 
Expense 
(Dollars) 








Average 
Shelter 
Deduction4 
(Dollars) 


Table C-5. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Characteristics and by State 


Households With: 


Children Elderly Disabled AFDC or GA 


State Number Percent Number Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) 


PP ORRG ete ccccvesesssesecess 6,492 453 
PATRDAINIA retscics sccrates<es 125 17.6 
PRLASK Aner chats -srecsessex2 11 OMe 
PALIZONA festive ss axcseune 123 39.5 
ATKANSAS i scctsscssss002053- 59 19.1 
Galiformia®.<............:. 944 76.2 
ol orad Ore des.ee-ces.s2:s- 62 43.8 
REONNECUICUU Rr erertcy=5:.. 62 81.5 
pe laAWAre ict. cs cessesss. 13 48.8 
Disteor Col. F222-...0.0- 25 57.8 
VON a eerettes yest okecee. 333 35.3 
MGEOL SIA Wee sacs esses. 197 34.8 
(ELIE sos oscar 4 55.5 
ILA Wall tee crevsasszesevees PH) 51.6 
Ua Omtetecccsnsy o2ccezevace 19 44.0 
WL OIS Meters feeces ceases 267 54.5 
A euc Pani hone osc ceses cscs cece 108 31.1 
NOW iter cet ricckiaszess 45 41.8 
INGNSAS ce Aetiescecessctivsses 44 40.6 
INGNICUCKY, erectsss-ccccseees 112 32.9 
PEQUISIANA eeesecescvesenese- 167 26.8 
ET ag oe Seer eee 2. 31.9 
Maryland tii ssecccsz.. 103 oie) 
Massachusetts .......... iS 61.8 
Michigan aenstet.1--< 33S 48.5 
Minnesotah...:.-..s-s:.::- 74 49.4 
Mississippi ............... 110 26.6 
INLISSOUNT gente <seccesto-es 138 34.8 
SCO ETT EY eaten eeeeeasn 16 39.9 
ING OPASKai seesctes-c2:-s: A 38.1 
INGWACA ercccesriectecesstns P25) 30.8 
New Hampshire ....... 14 49.5 
INGWIICTSCY: secrers.c--s--- ile%4/ 56.4 
INEWHVICXICON terrae: 56 35.6 
ING Way OLK ticesccrscereses 465 59.1 
North Carolina ......... 144 34.5 
North Dakota ............ 9 25.8 
OHIO enters eccsectes 267 51.0 
Oklahoma. 22. .2+0s.-<c- 88 Pipa | 
OER ON eee. 68 34.6 
Pennsylvania ............ 255 Byte) 
Rhode Island ............ 26 56.2 
South Carolina ......... 88 31.3 
South Dakota ............ 12 30.0 
Tennessee ...........--...- 147 29.0 
TCX BS Pee eines, 644 24.2 
"(UIEN eee 28 34.8 
Vermontmer eterna: 15 55.0 
Virgin Islands ........... 5 31.8 
Virginia jesrcetss.-20sss0: 136 28.6 
Washington .............. 120 53.6 
West Virginia ........... 67 27.8 
WISCONSIN Mes iesesssens-s 78 57.9 
DWV OMIIN G Sreetareectesteone 9 39.3 





@ Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table C-6. Distribution of Participating Households by Selected Income Sources and by State 


Households eens 


5 | arc Social Security Earned Income 
tate 
N ine Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent N ‘onc Percent 
(000) (000) (000) 





Delaware. 
lorndar eee 


Guamane. eee 


= 

5 

S 

n 

fo. 
WOONKDDOK eB ewe 


Kentucky mune ret 
Eouisiana eee 
Maine ys. eee 
Maryland ese 


Michigans eee 
Minnesota ................. 
Mississippi 
MisSourte eee 
Montanae. eee 


Nevadate. ee 
New Hampshire ....... 
Newersey ere. 
New Mexico ............. 
NeW: YOrk eee 
Ohio eee 
Ore conieesseee 


Pennsylvania ............ 
Rhode Island ............ 


Texas 70 ees 


Washington .............. 
West, Virginians 
Wisconsin «00.00.2000... 
WW VON coer 


® Due to rounding, the sum of individual Categories may not match the table total. 
~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table C-7. Average Monthly Values of Selected Income Sources by State 


Average Monthly Values4 


State 


RL eo Cal erence ceccevscsssocees 683 
Alabama ...............0++- 662 
PALES Se cs nhocesenbesstches 781 
PATAZONA Bees sa9-0- ose oceese 798 
PATKANSS Peesccccacsesssiie: 126 
al TOMM ay cre -s.cepes-e0s- 520 
( Gf) fo) Vs Cole payee 705 
Connecticut, <...:....-+-: 545 
Delaware ®....<.cs-<ccss050s 647 
DIStHON COL Ws css. .t0s 544 
IS OFIGA Beets cevsis<ceen--ne- 728 
IGE OPA ee rcosercrecssse- 715 
GAM eee cs cccssesccscetss 933 
aw al liteesesc.sscezcastes 868 
NANO Me eetcccseasenceants: 808 
ME EVOL Sieeceeeevsay se osacte- 603 
MN GUAN esc wsacscssscsasees 739 
PO WW dpe excassoacsesevee> 649 
MANS AST Ses ecescsnieies. 7106 
ONtUCKY#. cs ecsessce 678 
PEOUISIAN Aw nie. ccccscces: 675 
IMIAIN Ce sor sesaaccaeseseves- 619 
Marylande:...::..cscsc<- 704 
Massachusetts .......... 522 
Michigan .................. 550 
IMinneSOtaie.. ee. - 601 
Mississippi .............-. 724 
IMISSOUDI cost escee-a: 789 
Montana) 2:ikssstccscs:.0se 663 
ING DEASK Aw cs s-eceeaee 695 
INGV AGS Gor ccccstcascense se 814 
New Hampshire 724 
ING W JETSCVices-cscx..2.. 722 
New Mexico ............. 739 
ING WEY OEKi 6. <ceccancsnvstes 682 
North Carolina 684 
North Dakota ............ IBM 
CO) Wales Seco eee eer 714 
iOklahomaeecaesesct- 730 
OTE LON teri enn cs csenese 631 
Pennsylvania ............ 680 
Rhode Island ............ 549 
South Carolina 740 
South Dakota ............ 699 
Tennessee ............-+-- 724 
TeX asics seeccync trees 763 
Wtahiesetin cot scasce 742 
Vermonters cess 652 
Virgin Islands ........... 790 
Natya lilt Pay eee 685 
Washington .............. 636 
West Virginia ........... 735 
Wisconsin ............++-+- 628 
WYOMING oc scccctesrsress 726 





4 Average values are over households with income source. 
“ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table C-8. Distribution of Entrant Households With and Without Expedited Service by State 





















Entrant Households Entrant Households 
Total Entrant With Expedited Without Expedited 
Households Service Service 


(000) 
Number Percent Number Percent 
ra eee ey | 

ee ee 66.3 
Alabama ee 76.6 
Alaska een cce ce, 59.2 
(ATL ZOLAeeeeeer ree ete 70.0 
Arkansastanc 81.6 
Galifomiate ee 72.6 
Colorado ee 69.2 
Connecticut .............. i 92.4 
Delaware 22s i 46.7 
Bistion Colmer Ifa) 
Florida s se eee , 65.2 
Georgiateeteen ee 78.3 
Guam Eee eee 0 69.5 
Hawaliltercn rete 2 79.0 
Idaho hewn tee 3 67.1 
Iilinoiseee.e ee 22 61.3 
Indiana sees 8 55.0 
lowa eee ee 4 61.6 
Kansas eet ue ae 4 71.6 
IKentuckypesei eee 9 UST 
OuIsiana ene ee 16 64.1 
Maine @erss ee 3 80.8 
Marylandess. ee ba) 86.3 
Massachusetts .......... its} 76.1 
Nichi gantry i S35) 
Minnesota ene 6 52.6 
Mississippives ss: 5 72.4 
Missouri a 38.0 
Montana ee 2 69.2 
Nebraskan oe eee 2 67.6 
Nevadaseeen mene. 4 87.2 
New Hampshire ....... 1 67.9 
INEWHCrSeyae meee 6 78.8 
New Mexico ............. 3 67.6 
NGWrY Ol keene : 95.3 
North Carolina ......... : 44.7 
North Dakota ............ ! 86.0 
Ohio eee : TNT 
Oklahoma : 63.5 
Oreconie ee k 89.1 
Pennsylvania ............ ‘ 37.4 
Rhode Island ............ : 57.6 
South Carolina ......... 87.5 
South Dakota ............ 62.8 
Tennessee ................. f 66.0 
Texas tee: : $1.3 
Utah pee cee, cme 56.9 
Vernnonteee eee : 86.6 
Virgin Islands ........... E 40.1 
Virginialeee ee ; 3:3 
Washington .............. d 68.1 
West Virginia ........... y 90.1 


Wisconsinje see 


3 Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table C-9. Distribution of Participating Households by Race/Ethnic Origin of Household Head and by State 


Race/Ethnic Ongin of Household Head 


Oe 


State Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
(000) (000) (000) (000) 


TAS See ee 53 
Alabama ............060+ 2 0.8 
PALASKA escsscvessccvacseets 7 42.8 
PATIZONA css pececececsascene-e ! : 26 14.6 
PAK AUSAS eaeeeeasstarseeress : . h 1 1.2 
California ................. 201 gal 
Colorado oe sieczssscecs- 4 35 
Connecticut -..-,.-..-. 2 a4 
1 DS FACET Sapper rere 0 1.4 
Distrof Cols: ccssscosee 0 0.5 
RSROMS averse tteecercesayeces 6 1.0 
RSC OF 210 ait ess cseezaen cesses 2 0.7 
(OVEN Are eer 5 98.0 
IAW AL eects. cae csessv sate 1 8 69.4 
Maho wre iesact cess 3 1 30 
NE iNOIsseeeestrsterecakeese 5 0 on 
FCT ENT EW eas nce erence 6 2. ee: 
NOW atte coe ncs 1 1 1.8 
MCANISOS sad. vecceansccassene 4 2 3.1 
REMNUCUCKY) wesascesersess ov 1 2 i -22 
PeOUISTANA coeeecteeceste oss 2 3 13 
IMI BING ece.cecseccteesese<se> 0 0.6 
Maryland ecerccscrete<crs 3) 7 4.0 
Massachusetts .......... 9 13 12) 
Michi ganiecccte-ccr---t 1 I) 1.6 
IMINSESOtA\ gacccse rien cesnce 4 16 12.0 
IMIESSISSIPPMltegesee-eee-o 0 1 0.6 
MUISSOUM Teeter yeescs ts 20> i 1 0.5 
MONtANG @ thes e<s35--- ] 5 18.8 
Nebraska: viscsccencceseo. 3 ps 4.8 
INC VACA i seeccnssxsspseves ons 5 1 29 
New Hampshire 0 ] paps 
ING WHIETSCY dreceerestee- ss 4 3.1 
New Mexico ............. 11 12.4 
INGWEY OFk (ea ccencctee =: 72 7.0 
North Carolina 6 oS) 
North Dakota ............ 3 18.1 
ONiO ee eee 4 0.9 
Oklahoma. 16 10.3 
OPES ON eres ceeecessecors 6 4.6 
Pennsylvania ............ 12 Pred 
Rhode Island ............ =) 4 9.4 
South Carolina 1 0 0.3 
South Dakota ............ 0 7 35.1 
Tennessee ...............+- ] 1 0.3 
Texas tes icsntsotens 6 6 17 
tah en ete ctasesctsns 6 3 7.1 
Vermont \sstcrssess.-s5e-2> 0 = 

Virgin Islands ........... l 1 17.2 
MINGINA cookie 4 d 2.8 
Washington .............. 15 0 9.9 
West Virginia ........... 0 1 0.8 
Wisconsin ........2-.+-+++- 8 7 6.3 
Wyoming ..........0..:.+- 1 1 78 





4 Other includes Asian, American Indian and Unknown. 


b Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 
~- No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Table C-10. Distribution of Participants by Age and by State 
Preschool School Age Nonelderly Elderly 
Age Child Child Adult Adult 
Number Percent Number Number Percent Number Percent Number 
(000) (000) (000) (000) 

































Delawatemessee ee 
Florida ese 
Giamitn.. ene. 


Idaho; rrrccxsteraerseeors 


INCNLUGK Vase eerste 
WOUIS and eee eae 
Maine ea. aoe 
Maryland nee 


Michigan waeaeeees 
Minnesota ................. 
Mississippliegeces ent: 
IMISSOUTa eee een 
Montana ee ee 


Nevada eee en 
New Hampshire ....... 
Newilersey see 
New Mexico ............. 
INE WhY OFkpe eee 


Ohide seco eee 


Oregonians 
Pennsylvania ............ 
Rhode Island ............ 


South Dakota ............ 
lennessee eee 
Vexkasen eee ee 


Virgin Islands ........... 
Virginia. eee 
Washington .............. 
West Virginia ........... 
WISCONSIN pee eee 


® Due to rounding, the sum of individual categories may not match the table total. 


~ No sample data in this category. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX D 


DETAILED TABLES OF FOOD STAMP HOUSEHOLD 
CHARACTERISTICS IN SUMMER 1995 





Table D-1. Distribution of Participating Households, Persons, and Benefits by Household 


Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit Amount, Summer 1995 






Food Stamp Households 


Household Characteristic 


Number Percent Number Percent Dollars 
(000) (000) (000) 


EM OCD ernetenesc ces ccsctacrescsavacddevesstenceseets 10,665 
Household Composition 
Chat d rein eres eetecte sss cccctccsssiesessoctt 
SCHOOMA 26, it stetrssrescucsescetenssesecs 
BreschooluAgelery nctes score 
INO\Ghil dren iestete.ccve-ccceseeencacececes 


SIGELIVARErSONS mravecrtrent steeee erate 
No Elderly PersonSieseccescesr seers 


PISADIECIPEYSONSmrecrsseereceaesspacsesss 
No Disabled Persons .................... 


Income Source 


(Gross: INCOME tee eacess oer 
INGGIOSS COME rr rees nae 


INGt IN CONNIE eect haces tke cesaceeees 
INOJINGtINCOMG Bec: sccseccarescccerscntene 


SATNGG INCOME wes cccesestcees-scess--eo 
No Earned Income ..................0..s- 


Unearned Income: .......:.00.....c0c0s0. 
No Unearmed Income ................... 


PAD XGUINCOMC eetenceseccccteccse-ccccees 
GA TIncome pen eocccetsoccssecsessnels 
INO: GASIN COME Wiicesccececatu-cesers eee 


ARDC On GA Income) eecccs-c-ssceeees 
No AFDC or GA Income ............ 


Social Security Income ................ 
No Social Security Income .......... 


Gross Income as a Percentage of 
Poverty Guideline 


Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit ...........-........+..- 


Maximum Benefit ...............0-00+2++ 


Source: Summer 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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Participants in Households 
With Household 
Characteristic 


24,193 
1,821 


21,103 
4,912 


7,299 
18,715 


23,045 
2,969 


13,052 
12,962 


891 
25,123 


13,859 
12,156 


4,655 
21,359 


3,404 
22,610 


1,806,110 


1,459,432 
1,114,331 
860,562 
346,678 


108,812 
1,697,298 


213,811 
1,592,299 


1,612,250 
193,860 


1,287,821 
518,289 


415,054 
1,391,055 


1,538,212 
267,898 


948,722 
857,388 


77,463 
1,728,646 


1,021,503 
784,606 


225,490 
1,580,620 


159,664 
1,646,446 


193,860 
845,840 
705,278 

61,132 


4,785 
519,556 


Monthly Food Stamp 
Benefits 


Percent 


Table D-2. Average Gross and Net Income, Total Deduction, Countable Resources, Food Stamp Benefit, Household Size, and Certification | 
Period of Participating Households by Household Composition, Income Source, and Food Stamp Benefit Amount, Summer 1995 


Total Households Average Monthly Values 





Household Characteristic Total Countable Food Stamp Household | Certification 
Gross Income | Net Income Deduction Resources Benefit Size Period 
(Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Dollars) (Persons) (Months) | 
Total sername ce ee f 9.8 | 
Household Composition | 
Children. : 9.0 
SchoollAse mes arses: ; i 9.0 
PreschoolrA Se =e: ; 8.9 
No Childrens) eee 11.1 
i 
Elderly Personsesesssr : 12.7 . 
No Elderly Persons ............... s 9.3 
Disabled Persons .................. 11.5 | 
No Disabled Persons ............ 9.4 
Income Source 
Gross. Income ste 10.1 
No Gross Income .................. ees 
NeCIncomes sees 10.4 
No NetiIncome sien, 8.3 
Eamed Income .............2..0000. 8.2 
No Eamed Income ................ 10.3 | 
Uneared Income ................. 10.2 | 
No Unearned Income ........... qs | 
AFEDG Income =o ee 9.6 
No AFDC Income ................ 10.0 
GA Incomes. #)--..-2 5 10.9 
No GA Income ............000...... 9.8 | 
AFDC or GA Income ........... 9.8 
No AFDC or GA Income ..... 9.8 
Sh Rea oe ene ae 12.0 | 
No'SS]@ 00s eee 9.2 
Social Security Income ......... 12:3 
No Social Security Income ... 9.3 
Food Stamp Benefit 
Minimum Benefit ................. 12.5 
Maximum Benefit ................ 8.3 





Source: Summer 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX E 


POVERTY INCOME GUIDELINES FOR FISCAL YEAR 1995 





Table E. HHS Poverty Income Guidelines for Fiscal Year 1995 FSP? 


Continental 
United States, 
Guam, and the 
Virgin Islands 























Household Size Alaska Hawaii 








1 $7,360 $8,470 
2 9,840 11,320 
3 12,320 14,170 
4 14,800 17,020 
5) 19,870 
6 19,760 22,720 
7 22,240 25,570 
8 24,720 28,420 
Each Additional Member +2,480 +2,850 





*These numbers, which were used as poverty guidelines for the FSP in fiscal year 1995, were 
issued by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and published in the February 1994 
Federal Register. Dividing these 1994 HHS guidelines by 12 and rounding up to the nearest dollar 
value produces the fiscal year 1995 monthly net income limits for the FSP (see Appendix F). The 
Bureau of the Census establishes different poverty thresholds which are used primarily for statistical 


purposes. 


Source: 59 Federal Register 28, February 10, 1994. 
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APPENDIX F 


FSP MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE GROSS AND NET MONTHLY 
INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS 
IN FISCAL YEAR 1995 





Table F-1. FSP Maximum Allowable Gross Monthly Income Eligibility Standards 
in Fiscal Year 1995 










Continental 
United States, 
Guam, and the 
Virgin Islands 









Household Size Alaska Hawaii 








1 $918 
D 16227 
3 1,536 
4 1,844 
5 2,153 
6 2,462 
a 7-1/7) 
8 3,079 


Each Additional Member 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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Table F-2. FSP Maximum Allowable Net Monthly Income Eligibility Standards in 
Fiscal Year 1995 










Continental 
United States, 
Guam, and the 
Virgin Islands 












Household Size Hawaii 


1 $706 
2 944 
3 1,181 
4 1,419 
5 1,656 
6 1,894 
W ZS 
8 2,369 


Each Additional Member 






‘The fiscal year 1995 FSP net income limits are based on the 1994 poverty guidelines 
which were issued by the Department of Health and Human Services and published in the 
February 1994 Federal Register. FCS derived the fiscal year 1995 net income limits by dividing 
the 1994 poverty guidelines by 12 and rounding up to the nearest dollar. The 1994 poverty 
guidelines were developed on the basis of the 1993 Census poverty thresholds. This means that 
the net income limits applied to food stamp households in fiscal year 1995 are based on 1993 
poverty measures. 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX G 


VALUE OF STANDARD, MAXIMUM DEPENDENT-CARE, 
AND EXCESS SHELTER EXPENSE DEDUCTIONS IN THE 
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND 
OUTLYING AREAS IN FISCAL YEAR 1995 





Table G. Value of Standard, Maximum Dependent-Care, and Excess Shelter Expense Deductions 
in the Continental United States and Outlying Areas in Fiscal Year 1995 


Maximum Dependent Care*” 









Excess Shelter 











Continental United States ..... $200/$175 $231 
ERE). (i en $200/$175 402 
| CRUE oon Rone eRe $200/$175 330 
SET UY ore on eee oe ar $200/$175 280 


SHEE ad exo eeneae $200/$175 


*The household limit on the dependent-care deduction is equal to the maximum dependent-care deduction 
multiplied by the number of dependents in the household. 


The higher dependent-care deduction pertains to dependents under age 2; the lower deduction is for dependents 
age 2 or more. 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX H 


VALUE OF MAXIMUM FOOD STAMP BENEFIT IN 
THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AND 
OUTLYING AREAS IN FISCAL YEAR 1995 





Table H. Value of Maximum Food Stamp Benefit in the Continental United States and Outlying Areas in Fiscal 
Year 1995*” 














Household Alaska Alaska Virgin 
Size WES: Urban Rural I Rural II Hawaii Guam Islands 





—_ 


$149 
273 
391 
496 
590 
708 
782 


ON CU Sh ND 


8 894 


Each Additional 
Member 


*The maximum benefit values are effective from October 1, 1994 to September 30, 1995 and are based on 103 percent 
of the cost of the Thrifty Food Plan in the preceding June for a reference family of four, rounded to the lowest dollar 
increment. 


*Due to the unusual nature of Alaskan terrain and climate, areas outside major urban centers are less accessible to 
food distributors. Therefore the value of the maximum benefit is adjusted to account for differences in the estimated cost of 
the Thrifty Food Plan in various regions. All regions of the state are classified as Rural I, Rural Il, or Urban for this purpose. 
In fiscal year 1995 the maximum benefits for all regions of Alaska were frozen at 1994 levels. 


Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
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APPENDIX I 


SOURCE AND RELIABILITY OF ESTIMATES 





The Sample 


The estimates in this report are derived from a sample of households selected for review as part of the 
Integrated Quality Control System (IQCS). This system is an ongoing review of food stamp household 
circumstances designed to determine (1) if households are eligible to participate or are receiving the 
correct benefit amount and (2) if household participation is correctly denied or terminated. The IQCS 
is based on a national probability sample of approximately 50,000 participating food stamp 
households, and on a somewhat smaller number of denials and terminations. The national sample of 
participating households collected in the IQCS is stratified by the 50 States, the District of Columbia, 
Guam, and the Virgin Islands. Annual required State samples range from a minimum of 300 to 2,400 
reviews, depending on the size of the State's caseload. State agencies select an independent sample 
each month that is generally proportional to the size of the monthly participating caseload. 


The estimates presented in Appendices A, C, and D of this report are derived from the fiscal year 1995 
food stamp IQCS sample of participating households. Monthly samples from October 1994 through 
September 1995 comprise the fiscal year 1995 data. 


Target Universe 


The target universe of this study included all participating households (active cases) subject to quality 
control review in the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.” 


While almost all participating food stamp households are included in the target universe, certain types 
of households not amenable to review are not included. Specifically, the universe includes all 
households receiving food stamps during the review period except those in which the participants (1) 
died or moved outside the State; (2) received benefits through a disaster certification authorized by 
FCS; (3) were under investigation for FSP fraud (including those with pending fraud hearings) and/or 
were appealing a notice of adverse action when the review date fell within the time period covered by 
continued participation pending a hearing; or (4) received restored benefits in accordance with the 
State manual, but were otherwise ineligible. The sampling unit within the universe each month is the 
active food stamp household as specified in FCS regulations. 


Weighting 


The estimates for fiscal year 1995 in this report are based on a sample of 51,299 valid observations. 
The sample records have been weighted based on the number of households participating in the food 


'Several States have integrated the Food Stamp, AFDC, and Medicaid QC sample selection and review 
process. In these States, monthly sample sizes are not necessarily proportional to monthly caseload sizes. 


*Participating households in Guam and the Virgin Islands have been included in the target universe since 
fiscal year 1993. Prior to that year our universe excluded households in those areas. 
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stamp program in each month in fiscal year 1995, as reported to FCS? Thus, when the sample is 
weighted it contains the total number of households that actually participated in the Food Stamp 
Program over any given time period. A separate person-level weight is not created, however. 
Therefore, although the number of households in the weighted sample is equal to the number of 
households found in program operations data provided by FCS, the number of participants in the 
weighted sample is not exactly equal to the number in program data. Specifically, when the average 
size of the households in the sample is larger than the average size of the households in the entire food 
stamp caseload, as was the case in fiscal year 1995, the number of participants is overstated. 


Comparison to Participation Data 


The following table compares the quality control sample-based estimates to aggregate program 
participation data for fiscal year 1995: 


Fiscal Year 1995 


eee 
$$ Cee 


Average Monthly Value Program Data IQCS Sample 
ea ae ee 
Number of households 10,882,774 10,882,782? 
Number of participants 26,614,679 26,955,088 
Value of benefits $1,897,306,638 $1,870,039,112 
Average household size 2.45 2.48 
Average benefit per person $71.29 $69.27 


“The difference between the household counts from the program data and the 
IQCS data is due to incomplete sample data from the District of Columbia and the 
Virgin Islands. Because the program data monthly average is based on 12 months 
of data from these states, but the sample monthly average is based on less than 12 
months of data, the two averages are not equal. 


Income Decision Rule 


Several household-level income and deduction variables are both reported and can be calculated by 
summing across reported person-level variables. Gross income is the key variable since the earned 
income and excess shelter expense deductions and net income depend on gross income, and benefit 
levels depend on net income. The data on which this report is based were edited to achieve internal 
consistency. The reported and calculated values for fiscal year 1995 for selected variables are 
presented in appendix table I. 


——— 


*Case record sample weights of States that had disproportionately stratified quality control sample 
designs were adjusted to reflect the Stratification. 
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Completion Rates 


Failure to complete reviews for all cases subject to review can bias the sample results if the 
characteristics of unreviewed households are significantly different from those of reviewed households. 
While there are no direct measures of such differences, the ratio of complete reviews to total sample 
cases selected for review provides an indication of the magnitude of any potential bias. The number 
of cases subject to review, the number of valid observations, and the estimated completion rates for 
fiscal year 1995 are as follows: 


1QCS Sample 
Fiscal Year 1995 


Number of cases subject to review eh 0S 
Number of cases completed 51,563 
Estimated completion rate 89.4% 
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Table I. Comparison of Calculated and Reported Values for Selected Variables of Participating Households, Fiscal Year 
1995 

































- Households With: 


Elderl Children 






All 
Households 





Variable 





Disabled 






Average Gross Income (Dollars) 


Calculated ieee: Asien ee ee 655 

Reported 2-c. tonne + eee eee 656 
Average Net Income (Dollars) 

Calculated! iy. phat pe ny ae ee 392 

Reported S22 5i2 nick set mentee ene eee 376 
Average Total Deduction (Dollars) 

Calculated 20. a1c hae eee ee 272 

Reported, icc epi aseeeene eho eae ee 268 
Average Food Stamp Benefit (Dollars) 

Calculated ieee re Aen ee 105 

Reported: 2nteeeae haet ecae eee gee 108 
Percent With Zero Gross Income 

Calculated’ 0...) eee eee 0.0 

Reported. ocr eee rae rane 0.1 
Percent With Zero Net Income 

Calculated inpecatte ert et ttre tee 7.0 

Reportedicope ar uceacencieneree yes 7.8 


Percent With Minimum Benefit 
Calculated 7 4p eee 
Reportéd Mea? Sere gee 08 






Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX J 


SAMPLING ERROR OF ESTIMATES 





Sampling Error 


The estimates of the characteristics of food stamp households contained in this report are based on a 
sample of households and, consequently, are subject to statistical sampling error. One indicator of the 
magnitude of the sampling error associated with a given estimate is its standard error. Standard errors 
measure the variation in estimated values that would be observed if multiple replications of the sample 
were drawn. The magnitude of the standard errors depends on: (1) the degree of variation in the 
variable within the population from which the sample is drawn; (2) the design of the sample, including 
such issues as stratification and sampling probabilities; and (3) the size of the sample on which the 
estimate is based. This appendix presents estimates of the standard errors associated with key 
statistics, and outlines methods for estimating the standard errors of other statistics for which standard 
errors have not been directly calculated. 


Standard Errors 


The standard error of an estimated proportion of households, s,, based on a simple random sample is: 


(1) s, = yp-pyn , 


where p is the weighted estimate of the proportion, and n is the sample size.’ The standard error of 
an estimated number of households, s,, based on a simple random sample is: 


(2) s, = N yp(l-p)/n , 


where N is the number of households in the population. These formulas for the standard errors of 
estimates based on a simple random sample do not necessarily apply to estimates derived from 
more complex samples, such as the stratified sample of the IQCS. In this appendix, standard 


'More precisely, n is the sample size corresponding to the population that forms the 
denominator or “base” of the proportion being estimated. When the base is all food stamp households 
in fiscal year 1995, as in the tables in Appendices A, C and D, n= 51,229. Sample sizes for selected 
demographic subgroups for fiscal year 1995 are shown in the sample size column of table J-1. For 
subgroups not shown in table J-1, the sample size can be approximated by multiplying the total sample 
size (51,229) by the ratio of the subgroup population size to the total population size (N). For fiscal 
year 1995, N= 10.883 million. Hence the approximate sample size for elderly households in fiscal 
year 1995 would be calculated as (1.741 / 10.883) x (51,229) = 8,195. In this case the approximation 
can be.compared to the true elderly sample size of 8,392, as shown in table J-1. 
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errors calculated using equations (1) and (2) are referred to as "naive standard errors." Standard errors 
can be estimated more accurately using a replicate sample method. 


The following discussion presents standard errors of selected estimates that were computed using the 
replicate sample method. It then presents a simple method for approximating standard errors of 
estimates for which individual standard errors have not been computed. 


Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers of Households 


The standard errors of selected estimates of food stamp households in fiscal year 1995 are shown in 
table J-1. These standard errors can be used to compute confidence intervals for the estimated number 
of households with a particular characteristic. For example, the estimated number of food stamp 
households that receive the minimum benefit is 473 thousand (table A-13), and the corresponding 
standard error is 13.7 thousand (table J-1). Therefore, the 95-percent confidence interval extends from 
446 thousand to 500 thousand.‘ 


For standard errors not shown in table J-1, the approximate standard error, S,, of an estimated number 
of households for fiscal year 1995 can be calculated using equation (3): 


(3) Sz =SyXd 


where s, is the naive standard error from equation (2) above, and d is the design effect for the 
population subgroup and characteristic of interest, from table J-2. The design effect reflects the loss 
of precision due to the different sampling rates in different strata of the IQCS sample. It is the ratio 
of the standard error computed by the replication method (table J-1) to the naive standard error. When 
the population subgroup (for example, households with elderly) is listed in table J-2, but the 
characteristic of interest (for example, zero net income) is not, use the average design effect for the 
subgroup, from the rightmost column of table J-2. When neither the subgroup nor the characteristic 
is listed, use the average design effect for all FSP households, 1.39. 


For example, to estimate the standard error of the number of households containing an elderly person 
with zero net income, the first step is to obtain the size of the estimate. As shown in appendix table 
A-20, 207 thousand elderly households have zero net income. The next step is to calculate the naive 


v——_—e—e—————————— 


*Standard errors have been estimated using the replicate sample method described in Leslie 
Kish, Survey Sampling, 1965, pp. 127-128. Under the replicate sample method, the sample is divided 
into random subsamples, and the variance of the mean of any given variable in the full sample is based 
on the variance of the means for that variable across the subsamples. In implementing this approach, 
the samples used in the estimation work were divided into 40 replicate subsamples. 


°A confidence interval is a range of values that will contain the true value of an estimated 
characteristic with a known probability. For instance, a 95-percent confidence interval extends 
approximately two standard errors above and below the estimated value for a characteristic, and 95 
percent of all confidence intervals will contain the true value. 


‘Calculated as: (473 - (2 x 13.7)) = 446 and (473 + (2 x 13.7)) = 500. 
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standard error. Using equation (2), the value is 6.15 thousand.’ Multiplying 6.15 thousand times the 
design effect (d) of 1.58 (table J-2) yields an estimated standard error of 9.72 thousand (compared with 
the replicate sample method standard error from table J-1, 9.75 thousand). 


Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages 


Comparing equations (1) and (2), it is apparent that the standard error of an estimated percentage of 
households, s,, is equal to the standard error of the corresponding count of households, s,, divided by 
_ the number of households in the population that forms the base of the percentage. That is: 


(4) See Site 


For example, appendix table A-20 shows that, of the 6.5 million households with children, 289 
thousand (4.5 percent) have no gross income. The standard error (s,) of the number of households 
with children with no gross income is 10.7 thousand (table J-1). To calculate s,, the standard error of 
the corresponding percentage estimate, simply divide s, by the number of households in the population 
that forms the base of the percentage--in this case, 6.5 million households with children. The resulting 
standard error of the percentage estimate is 0.2 percentage points, and the corresponding 95 percent 
confidence interval extends from 4.1 to 4.9 percent, around the point estimate of 4.5 percent. 


Equation (4) can also be applied to standard errors that are not shown in table J-1. First, calculate the 
adjusted naive standard error of the number of households using equation (3). Then divide the 
resulting standard error by the size of the population that forms the base of the percentage. Returning 
to an earlier example--of the 1.741 million elderly households, 207 thousand (11.9 percent) have zero 
net income. Dividing the adjusted naive standard error (calculated above as 9.72 thousand) by 1.74] 
million, yields an adjusted naive standard error of the percentage estimate of 0.6 percentage points. 


Standard Errors of Estimated Means 


The standard errors for selected estimated means for fiscal year 1995 are provided in table J-3. For 
example, the standard error of the mean gross income for all food stamp households in fiscal year 1995 
is $1.93 (table J-3), and the mean itself is $514 (table A-21). Therefore, a 95-percent confidence 
interval extends from approximately $510 to $518. 


Generalized approximation methods such as the one used in equation (3) work well for standard errors 
of estimated numbers and percentages, since the standard errors depend only on the sample size, the 
estimated proportion, and the design effects. Generalized methods are less appropriate for standard 


*Calculated as: 


1,741 x (@207/1,741) = (1 — (207/1,741)) / 8,392) = 6.15, 


where 1,741 is the estimated population of elderly households in thousands, 207 is the estimated 
population of elderly households with zero net income in thousands, and 8,392 is the sample size of 
elderly households (table J-1). 
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errors of means because the standard error depends on the variance as well as the sample size and 
design effects. Nevertheless, a rough approximation of the magnitude of standard errors of means not 
included in table J-3 can be obtained from table J-4. Table J-4 shows for each variable in table J-3 the 
average, minimum, and maximum value of that variable’s standard error as a percentage of the 
variable’s mean value. These three values are shown for all food stamp households and for selected 
subgroups. The standard errors in table J-4 include design effects. 
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Table J-4. Range of Standard Errors of Mean Amounts Expressed as a Percentage of the 
Mean Amount, Fiscal Year 1995? 






Standard Error as 
Percent of Mean Amount 





Number of Households 
in Base of Mean 
(Thousands) 









Average? Highest? 














10,883 (All FSP Households) ....... Ds 
1,741 (Households With Elderly) .... 8.0 
6,492 (Households With Children) ... 3:9 
2,329 (Households With Earnings) ... Sell 


2,052 (Households With Disabled) .. . 






*Standard errors from table J-3 and mean amounts from applicable text tables. 


*Average standard error across all 12 variables in table J-3 expressed as a percent of the mean amount. 


“Lowest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table J-3 expressed as a percent of the mean 
amount. 


‘Highest of the standard errors across all 12 variables in table J-3 expressed as a percent of the mean 
amount. 


Source: Fiscal Year 1995 Food Stamp Quality Control sample. 
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APPENDIX K 


DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT 
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